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Support Dawat Media Center

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every contribution, however big or small, powers our
journalism and sustains our future. Support the Dawat Media Center from as little as $/€10 - it only
takes a minute. If you can, please consider supporting us with a regular amount each month.

Thank you
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Murdered Pashton Poet
social media influencer

Gilaman Wazir
terror
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Pashton Waziri civilians displaced by
Pakistan army operations for control
of Pashto area in the name of war on

Pakistan Army General Asim Munir
and other Pakistan Generals
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The Road Ahead

The road stretching nearly 500 kilometers from
Faizabad, the capital of Badakhshan, to China's
Yarkand region traverses some of Afghanistan's most
isolated and elevated terrains. Upon completion, it is
anticipated to play a pivotal role in the economic
integration of Afghanistan with China, positioning the
country as a crucial junction between China, Europe,
and the Middle East.

Yet, the path ahead is fraught with challenges. While
the road's construction represents a significant
milestone, it marks merely the onset of a protracted
and intricate journey to establish robust economic

and diplomatic relations with China. Building trade
and economic connections extends beyond the mere
existence of an unpaved route; it necessitates

international agreements, substantial infrastructure

development, and, above all, stringent security
measures.

As global attention shifts to the Wakhan Corridor, it
teeters on the edge of transformation from a remote
outpost to a vital lifeline for Afghanistan.

The corridor embodies the renewed hope of the Silk
Road for the people of Badakhshan, yet its potential
realization hinges on the intricate balance of
geopolitical, economic, and security factors in this
turbulent region.

Whether this new route will usher in prosperity or
present new risks remains to be seen, but one
certainty emerges: “the Wakhan Corridor is poised to
shed its former obscurity and emerge as a gateway to
Afghanistan's future.” Said Tabi.



https://www.researchgate.net/publication/271911374_Geo-political_Significance_of_the_Wakhan_Corridor_for_China
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/271911374_Geo-political_Significance_of_the_Wakhan_Corridor_for_China
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/why-the-wakhan-corridor-can-boost-afghanistans-trade-with-china-16779064
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Wakhan Corridor: A Forgotten Frontier Now Poised to
Become Afghanistan's Lifeline

By Humayoon Babur

In the remote northeastern reaches of Afghanistan,
the Wakhan Corridor stretches out like a sliver of
history frozen in time. This narrow band of land, once
a crucial buffer between the British and Russian
Empires during the 19th century, has remained
largely untouched by the march of modernity. Known
for its breathtaking landscapes, the Wakhan Corridor
is one of the few places on Earth where the rhythms
of contemporary life have barely penetrated.
However, this isolation is on the brink of a dramatic
transformation, as a significant new Chinese trade
route is set to carve its way through the valley,
altering the course of Afghanistan’s economic future.
A New Road, A New Future

The Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and
Development in Afghanistan has reported significant
progress in the construction of the Wakhan Road, a
crucial project aimed at enhancing the country’s
economic ties with China. This road, stretching 50
kilometers from the Bazai Gonbad area of
Badakhshan to the border with China, is nearing
completion. It’s a project that holds the promise of

pulling Afghanistan out of its current economic crisis
by opening new trade opportunities with its northern
neighbor.

"From the Bazai Gonbad area of the Wakhan district
of Badakhshan to the zero point of China, the
preliminary work of constructing the 50-kilometer
dirt road for 369 million Afghanis or more than S7m
has been completed," stated Najibullah Haroon,
spokesperson for the Ministry. His words carry the
weight of hope for a country that has long been mired
in economic stagnation and landlocked isolation.
Local residents of Badakhshan have welcomed the
road with cautious optimism, seeing in it the potential
to revive a long-standing dream. "The Silk Road has
been a long-standing dream of the people of
Badakhshan, and we are very happy that this road is
being opened and used for trade," said one resident,

his voice carrying the echoes of a history that once
saw this region as a bustling corridor of commerce.
Economic Hopes and Geopolitical Realities: 'Wakhan
Holds the Status of the Head for Afghanistan

The completion of the Wakhan Corridor road is
deemed crucial by Afghanistan's Chamber of
Commerce and Investment. Khairuddin Mayel, the
Chamber's deputy, asserts that the road will
significantly boost trade and open new markets for
Afghan products. "If this route is opened to
Afghanistan, | believe we can export all of
Afghanistan's products, including minerals and raw
materials, to China," Mayel remarked, highlighting
the Wakhan Corridor's strategic importance for
Afghanistan’s economic future.

Nevertheless,  this economic promise is
overshadowed by deeper geopolitical tensions. For
over four decades, Pakistan has faced accusations of
destabilizing Afghanistan through proxy wars and
ideological conflicts. Abdul Wahid Tabi, a U.S.-based
expert on Afghan-Pakistan affairs, notes, "Pakistan
has consistently maintained an upper hand by
creating ideological war instruments aimed at
destabilizing Afghanistan."

Mullah Yaqoob, acting Minister of Defense of
Afghanistan has addressed the strategic importance
of the Wakhan Corridor, declaring, "Wakhan holds
the status of the head for Afghanistan. As long as we

have heads on our shoulders, Afghanistan will remain
safe." His statement underscores the Taliban's
commitment to safeguarding this critical region.

This ongoing conflict has led to widespread suspicion
among Afghans about Pakistan’s intentions in the
region, particularly with the increasing strategic
significance of the Wakhan Corridor. These suspicions
are further fueled by Pakistani media reports

emphasizing Wakhan's importance to Pakistan, which

have sparked outrage among Afghan social media
activists. They stress that "Wakhan should not be lost
at any cost."
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their lack of inclusivity, and their refusal to
engage in meaningful dialogue have alienated
much of the international community. However,
Spinghar notes, "Afghans inside and outside the
country are looking for real solutions, not the
false hope of an exile government."

For Spinghar, the solution to Afghanistan’s
dilemma lies in political reconciliation, not in
creating more divisions. "We need a holistic,
inclusive government in Afghanistan," he said.
"That means engaging with the Taliban, not just
opposing them from afar." He argues that the
international community must focus on
encouraging dialogue and compromise, rather
than fueling further conflict through support for
an exiled government. "What Afghanistan needs
is not more warlords or political opportunists. It
needs leaders who can unite the country, who
can offer real hope for peace."

As Afghanistan grapples with an uncertain future,
the idea of a government-in-exile may seem like a
tempting solution to some. But as Dr. Spinghar
eloquently points out, it is a solution rooted more
in nostalgia and ambition than in reality. Without
legitimacy, without unity, and without the
support of the Afghan people, the notion of an
exiled government will remain just that: a notion,
destined to fade into the background of
Afghanistan’s complex and troubled political
landscape.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now.
Every contribution, however big or small,
powers our journalism and sustains our future.
Support the Dawat Media Center from as little
as $/€10 - it only takes a minute. If you can,

please consider supporting us with a regular
amount each month. Thank you

www.dawatmedia24.com
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"They’re seen as opportunists, people who are
just trying to maintain their relevance by
compromising on political ideals."

The Complex Dynamics Within Afghanistan

The internal divisions within the Taliban present a
distinct challenge. Spinghar highlights tensions
among various factions, particularly between the
Kandahari faction and the Haqgani's supporters,
alongside growing dissatisfaction among Uzbek
and Tajik commanders within the movement.
"These internal divisions are significant," Spinghar
explained, "but they are not enough to weaken
the Taliban’s control over Afghanistan. The
Taliban still maintain a firm grip on the country,
despite their many challenges."

Conversely, the anti-Taliban stance is also fraught
with complexities. The fragmented opposition
struggles to unite, as various groups hold differing
agendas and grievances against the Taliban. This
lack of cohesion significantly undermines their
ability to present a unified front, making it
difficult to challenge the Taliban’s dominance
effectively.

While there have been efforts by international
actors to engage with these divisions, the broader
geopolitical reality is that few countries are
willing to commit to direct intervention, which is
unlikely to lead to any tangible shift in the balance
of power within Afghanistan. As Spinghar puts it,
"Diplomatic, legal, and political avenues are
severely limited. The world is not eager to relive
Afghanistan’s past mistakes."
The Vienna Conference and
Reactions

In mid-September, opposition figures, including
Abdul Rashid Dostum and Ahmad Massoud,
gathered in Vienna to discuss the future of
Afghanistan and the potential for a government-
in-exile. This meeting was seen by some as a
significant step forward for the anti-Taliban
opposition. As Mehuddin Masheed, a political

International

analyst, noted in a recent article, "The proposed
government-in-exile could emerge as a credible
alternative to the Taliban by leveraging new
opportunities, both inside and outside
Afghanistan." Masheed points to growing
discontent within the Taliban ranks, as well as
shifting international sentiments, as signs that the
Taliban's grip on power may not be as secure as it
seems.

"The tale of the Sleepers of the Cave reminds us
that just as a group fell into a deep slumber, some
corrupt and treacherous individuals in politics
remain lost in a political slumber, oblivious to
their responsibilities.” Dr. Nasir Ahmad Ahmadzai
wrote.

However, Spinghar remains deeply skeptical of
such efforts. "The world has not turned away
from the Taliban because there is no alternative,"
he said. "They have turned away because they see
Afghanistan as a failed state, a problem with no
clear solution." He believes that the Vienna
Conference and the establishment of a
government-in-exile may make headlines in the
short term, but are unlikely to create any lasting
change. "Afghans don’t need political theater,"
Spinghar said. "It might divide Afghans further,
rather than unite them."

The Taliban’s response to the Vienna meeting and
set up a government in exile was swift and
dismissive. Zabihullah Mujahid, the Taliban’s
spokesperson, referred to the participants as a
"confused group," signaling the Taliban’s lack of
concern about the opposition’s efforts."They [the
anti-Taliban] will take this dream to their graves,"
Mujahid added.

The Diaspora’s Role and the Future

The Afghan diaspora remains deeply divided
about the path forward. Many Afghans abroad
are critical of both the Taliban and the figures
now pushing for a government-in-exile. The
Taliban’s restrictions on women’s education,
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Government in Exile: A Flawed Dream Doomed to Fade in
Afghanistan's Turbulent Landscape

By Humayoon Babur

Without legitimacy, unity, or the backing of the
Afghan people, the concept of an exiled
government is little more than an illusion—set to
become another whisper lost in the tumult of
Afghanistan’s complex and troubled political
reality.

Sher Shah (name changed for security reasons), a
resident of Mazar-e-Sharif in Balkh Province, is
one example of an Afghan citizen whose life has
been deeply affected by the post-2001 dynamics
in Afghanistan.

After the Taliban's collapse in 2001, many
Afghans faced land grabs and a lack of rule of law,
particularly by powerful warlords. Sher Shah’s
land was seized by one such warlord in 2005. "I
waited for years. | had legal documents, but |
feared for my life," Sher Shah explained.
However, in 2021, with the Taliban back in power,
Sher Shah sought justice through their courts.
"Thanks to God," he said, "l succeeded in my
case."

A nation caught between warlords, the Taliban,
and the failures of democratic governance.

While Sher Shah’s land was restored to him, the
complex political environment left a bitter legacy,
one that many in exile, including those
attempting to establish an alternative
government, were involved in. It is a bitter irony
that some of the very figures now calling for a
government-in-exile are the same individuals
associated with corruption, land grabs, and
political mismanagement during the years of U.S.-
backed governance.

"The Afghan people do not want these exiled
figures back. What do they want? More war?
More bloodshed?" asked Dr. Moheb Spinghar, a

former Afghan diplomat and ambassador to
Malaysia in 2019. He expressed serious doubts
about the viability of a government-in-exile for
Afghanistan, highlighting the immense challenges
it would face. "There is no need for such
structure," he stated.

Spinghar emphasized that Afghanistan’s previous
experience with an exiled government—set up in
Pakistan during the Soviet occupation—was
fundamentally different. "Back then, millions of
Afghans were in Pakistan, supporting that
government. Now, those who are talking about
exile have no such support, no credibility among
Afghans."

The central as Spinghar sees it, is
legitimacy. "A government without territory is no
government at all," he explained. "To be
legitimate, a government must have geography—
land under its control. The exiled figures don’t
even have a square inch of Afghanistan.” Spinghar
pointed to the fact that many of the figures
involved in the talks for government-in-exile—
people like Abdul Rashid Dostum, Atta Noor,
Mohammad Muhaqiq, and Mohammad Younis
Qanoni—are deeply notorious personalities
within Afghanistan. These figures are widely seen
as corrupt, and responsible for the failures of the
past two decades of democratic government.
"How can they claim to defend Afghanistan
against the Taliban," Spinghar asked, "when they
contributed to the fall of the very government
they were supposed to protect?"

The Afghan diaspora is deeply divided, Spinghar
notes, and those pushing for a government-in-
exile have failed to garner significant support,
either within Afghanistan or abroad. "They do not
have the trust of the Afghan people," he said.

issue,
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sabotage of a railway bridge, halting rail traffic to
Quetta and severely disrupting the region’s
connectivity.

These attacks are among the most extensive in
recent years, signaling a resurgence of the Baloch
nationalist movement. The insurgent groups
continue to demand greater autonomy or
outright independence, citing decades of state
neglect, military oppression, and the exploitation
of Balochistan’s resources as their key
grievances.

Strategic Importance of Balochistan: Regional
and Global Implications

Balochistan’s significance extends far beyond its
internal struggles. The province holds enormous
geopolitical and economic value, particularly due
to its role in the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), a cornerstone of China’s Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). CPEC projects, including the
development of the deep-sea port of Gwadar,
aim to boost China’s access to the Arabian Sea
and the wider Indian Ocean region.

However, these projects have exacerbated
tensions between Baloch insurgents and the
Pakistani state. Many local Baloch feel excluded
from the economic benefits of CPEC and other
development initiatives, while the heavy
presence of military forces protecting Chinese
further

investments has deepened local

resentment. Insurgent attacks on Chinese

personnel and assets have become increasingly
common, adding an international dimension to
the conflict.

Conclusion

The Baloch insurgency, rooted in decades of
historical grievances and territorial disputes,
remains one of the most enduring challenges for
Pakistan. Despite periodic attempts at
reconciliation, the recent surge in violence
highlights the persistent nature of the Baloch
resistance. As geopolitical factors, such as China’s
growing influence in the region, continue to
complicate the situation, finding a peaceful
resolution to this long-standing conflict remains
elusive. The struggle for sovereignty and
recognition among the Baloch people shows no

signs of abating, and the region’s future remains

uncertain.

Let Afghan Girls Learn
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However, this brief period of freedom was
overshadowed by shifting power dynamics.
Jinnah’s Role and the Forced Integration of Kalat
The Khan of Kalat, Mir Ahmed Yar Khan, believed
the territories acquired by Britain during the late
19th century would be returned to him. Although
Kalat’s independence was initially recognized,
the British issued a memorandum in September
1947, stating that Kalat was not capable of
handling the responsibilities of an independent
state. This played directly into the hands of
Pakistan’s leadership.

In March 1948, facing immense pressure from
Jinnah and the Pakistani military, Kalat was
forcefully integrated into Pakistan. Despite the
Khan’s efforts to seek support from regional
leaders and international powers like India and
Afghanistan, he was left isolated. Pakistan’s
military eventually moved into key areas of
Balochistan, and by March 27, 1948, Kalat was
officially merged with Pakistan. The Khan of Kalat,
though reluctant, accepted the merger, a
decision he later described as a “dictate of
history.”

Early Insurgencies: Resistance and Suppression
The forced integration of Kalat fueled resentment
among the Baloch, who viewed it as a violation of

their sovereignty and cultural identity. In 1948,

Prince Abdul Karim, brother of the Khan of Kalat,

led the first insurgency against the Pakistani

LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN

state. Although this early uprising was swiftly
suppressed, it set the stage for future resistance.
Throughout the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s, Baloch
insurgents rose up multiple times in defiance of
Pakistani rule. Each rebellion was met with heavy
military retaliation, and the insurgencies were
eventually quelled. Despite attempts by the
Pakistani government to reconcile with Baloch
nationalists through offers of greater autonomy
and economic benefits, these measures were
largely viewed as insincere and insufficient.

The resistance took on a new dimension in 2005
when Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti, a prominent
Baloch leader and former governor of
Balochistan, took up arms against the state.
Bugti’s demands centered on gaining greater
control over Balochistan’s natural resources. His
assassination in 2006, allegedly orchestrated by
then-military ruler General Pervez Musharraf,
further inflamed tensions, leading to a period of
intensified conflict.

Recent Escalation: A Renewed Surge in Attacks
The latest wave of insurgent attacks represents a
significant escalation in the Baloch resistance
movement. Ethnic Baloch insurgents, including
the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) and other
nationalist factions, have launched a series of
coordinated assaults targeting police posts,

transportation links, and critical infrastructure.

One of the most notable incidents involved the
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A short history of Baloch Resistance and the Recent Surge
in Armed Conflict in Balochistan Province of Pakistan
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Baluch Protesters declare
Baluchistan is not Pakistan

By: Ahmad Fawad Arsala

In recent weeks, Pakistan has witnessed one of
the most widespread and coordinated waves of
attacks by Baloch insurgents in years. These
meticulously planned strikes targeted key
infrastructure, police posts, and transportation
routes, including the destruction of a railway
bridge that disrupted traffic to Quetta, the
provincial capital of Balochistan. The recent
escalation has drawn renewed attention to the
decades-long insurgency in Pakistan’s largest,
Baloch

most resource-rich province. The

resistance, rooted in historical grievances,
continues to pose significant challenges for the
Pakistani state.

Historical Context: Origins of the Baloch
Insurgency

Balochistan’s complex history reveals a region

once poised for independence. As Pakistan and

India celebrated their independence in August
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Baluch Women demonstrate
on the anniversary of Pakistan
invasion of Baluchistan

Nawab Akbar Bugti on the lest who
was killed by Pakistan leader General
Parvez Musharaf army in 2006

1947, the Baloch people were left questioning

their own future. Although Balochistan
experienced a brief period of autonomy, lasting
227 days, this short-lived freedom ended due to
a combination of, British maneuvering, and the
actions of Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of
Pakistan.

At the time of India’s partition, Balochistan was
divided into four princely states: Kalat, Kharan,
Las Bela, and Makran. These states were given
three options—merge with India, join Pakistan,
or remain independent. While Kharan, Las Bela,
and Makran opted to join Pakistan under
pressure from Pakistan and the British, Kalat
chose independence, a decision supported by
Jinnah during an August 1947 meeting in Delhi.
On August 11, 1947, Kalat and the Muslim League

signed a treaty recognizing Kalat’s independence.
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base of potential insurgencies against the Taliban
government.

Uzbekistan's cooperation with the Taliban on
anti-narcotics efforts is therefore a critical
component of its broader security strategy. By
working with the Taliban to combat drug
production and trafficking, Uzbekistan aims to
reduce the flow of narcotics into its territory and
curb the influence of drug-funded militant
groups. This cooperation may include joint efforts
to eradicate opium poppy cultivation, disrupt
drug trafficking networks, and promote
alternative livelihoods for Afghan farmers.
Uzbekistan’s engagement with the Taliban on
efforts reflects a

anti-narcotics pragmatic

approach to addressing a shared security
challenge. By working with the Taliban rather
than isolating it, Uzbekistan hopes to achieve
better outcomes in the fight against narcotics
trafficking and its associated security risks. For the
Taliban, successful collaboration in this area could
lead to increased international legitimacy and

possibly the easing of sanctions.

Conclusion

Uzbekistan’s normalization and expansion of
Taliban-led  Afghan
government is a strategic move that reflects a

relations with  the

complex interplay of geopolitical, economic, and
security considerations. By engaging with the
Taliban, Uzbekistan aims to assert its influence in
Afghanistan, enhance its economic opportunities,
and address critical security challenges such as
For the
Taliban, this cooperation represents a crucial step

terrorism and narcotics trafficking.

international
Afghan
consolidating its power.

towards gaining recognition,

stabilizing  the economy, and

This pragmatic approach underscores

Uzbekistan's desire to protect its national
interests in a rapidly changing regional landscape
while contributing to the broader goal of regional
stability. For the Taliban, the partnership with
Uzbekistan offers a pathway to achieving
domestic legitimacy and international
engagement, essential for the regime's long-term

survival and Afghanistan’s future stability.
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benefits Uzbekistan economically but also
enhances its influence in Afghanistan, furthering
its geopolitical goals.

Anti-Terrorism Cooperation

Security concerns, particularly the threat of
terrorism, are a major factor in Uzbekistan's
engagement with the Taliban. Afghanistan has
long been a breeding ground for various
extremist groups, including Al-Qaeda and ISIS.
The potential for these groups to destabilize the
region, including Uzbekistan, is a significant
concern for Tashkent.

By engaging with the Taliban, Uzbekistan aims to
mitigate the threat of terrorism emanating from
Afghanistan. This cooperation is based on the
pragmatic recognition that the Taliban, as the de
has the
capacity to control or at least influence other

facto government of Afghanistan,

extremist groups operating within its borders. For
the Taliban, cooperating with Uzbekistan on anti-
terrorism is crucial to gaining regional trust and
stability, which in turn helps secure the regime’s
longevity.

Uzbekistan's strategy involves leveraging its
relationship with the Taliban to ensure that
Afghan territory is not used as a launching pad
for terrorist activities against Uzbekistan or other
For the Taliban, this
cooperation is a means to assert its control over

Central Asian states.
the entire country, including regions that may
harbor terrorist groups. The Taliban's ability to
curb extremist activities and prevent spillover into
neighboring countries like Uzbekistan is crucial
for its international standing and internal stability.
Furthermore, Uzbekistan's engagement with the
Taliban includes efforts to promote stability in

northern Afghanistan, where ethnic Uzbeks are
LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN

concentrated. By supporting the Taliban's control
over these regions, Uzbekistan hopes to prevent
the rise of extremist groups that could threaten
its own security. This cooperation is also aimed at
preventing the spread of radical ideologies across
the border into Uzbekistan, which has its own
history of dealing with Islamist extremism.
Uzbekistan's focus on anti-terrorism cooperation
with the Taliban is also influenced by the broader
regional security environment. The withdrawal of
U.S. forces from Afghanistan and the subsequent
power vacuum have raised concerns about the
resurgence of extremist groups in the region. By
engaging with the Taliban, Uzbekistan is seeking
to fill this vacuum and prevent Afghanistan from
becoming a safe haven for terrorists who could
threaten regional stability.

Anti-Narcotics Cooperation

In addition to terrorism, narcotics trafficking is
another major security concern for Uzbekistan in
its dealings with Afghanistan. Afghanistan is the
world’s largest producer of opium, and the drug
trade has been a significant source of funding for
various militant groups, including the Taliban. The
flow of narcotics from Afghanistan into Central
Asia poses a serious threat to the region’s security
and stability, as well as to public health and social
welfare.

For the Taliban, cooperating with Uzbekistan on
anti-narcotics efforts is an opportunity to
demonstrate its commitment to international
norms and to reduce the economic dependency
of militant groups on drug trafficking.
Successfully curbing narcotics production and
trafficking would not only improve Afghanistan’s

international image but also weaken the financial
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future. Engaging directly with the Taliban allows
Uzbekistan to exert influence over Afghanistan’s
internal affairs, particularly in the northern
regions where ethnic Uzbeks have a significant
presence. This engagement also serves as a
counterbalance to the influence of other regional
powers, ensuring that Uzbekistan remains a
crucial stakeholder in any regional realignment.
Moreover, Uzbekistan's engagement with the
Taliban aligns with its broader foreign policy
strategy of maintaining a balance between
various global and regional powers. By pursuing
a pragmatic relationship with the Taliban,
Uzbekistan can assert its independence from
Western influence while maintaining cordial
relations with Russia and China. This approach
reflects Uzbekistan's desire to avoid being overly
reliant on any single power bloc and to ensure
that its national interests are protected in a
rapidly changing geopolitical environment.
Economic Collaboration

Economic considerations are at the forefront of
Uzbekistan's engagement with the Taliban. The
$2.5 billion
announced during the Uzbek Prime Minister's
visit to Kabul
economic opportunities that Uzbekistan sees in
Uzbekistan,

represents not only a potential market for its

in trade and investment deals

underscores the significant

Afghanistan.  For Afghanistan
goods and services but also a critical transit route
for trade with South Asia.

One of the key economic drivers of this
relationship is Uzbekistan's interest in enhancing
regional connectivity. Afghanistan’s geographic
location as a land bridge between Central and
South Asia makes it an essential part of any
regional trade

network. By investing in

Afghanistan’s infrastructure, particularly in
transportation and energy, Uzbekistan aims to
secure and expand its access to South Asian
markets. This is particularly important for
Uzbekistan, given its landlocked status and the
need to diversify its trade routes beyond
traditional partners such as Russia and China.
For the Taliban, these economic deals are a
lifeline. Afghanistan’s economy, already fragile
after decades of conflict, has been further
strained by international sanctions and the
withdrawal of foreign aid. The trade and
investment deals with Uzbekistan offer the
Taliban a crucial opportunity to stabilize the
economy, create jobs, and build infrastructure.
These developments are essential for the Taliban
to gain domestic legitimacy and demonstrate its
ability to govern effectively.

Furthermore, Uzbekistan sees Afghanistan as a
potential market for its energy exports.
Uzbekistan is a major producer of natural gas and
electricity, and Afghanistan's energy needs
present an opportunity for Uzbek companies to
expand their market presence. By investing in
Afghanistan’s energy infrastructure, Uzbekistan
can not only increase its energy exports but also
help stabilize Afghanistan’s economy, which in
turn contributes to regional stability.

The economic collaboration between Uzbekistan
and the

investments

Taliban also includes potential

in Afghanistan’s reconstruction
efforts. After decades of conflict, Afghanistan
requires significant investments in infrastructure,
agriculture, and industry. Uzbek companies, with
their experience and expertise in these sectors,
are well-positioned to play a leading role in
reconstruction. This

Afghanistan’s not only
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Geopolitical, Economic, Anti-Terrorism, and Anti-Narcotics
Cooperation Between Uzbekistan and the Taliban-Led Afghan
Government: A Strategic Analysis

By: Ahmad Arsala

Central Asian & Persian Gulf Security Analyst

The recent announcement of $2.5 billion in trade
and investment deals between Uzbekistan and
the Taliban-led government in Afghanistan,
timed with the anniversary of the Taliban's
takeover, marks a significant development in the
geopolitical landscape of Central Asia. This
cooperation underscores a pragmatic approach
by both sides, reflecting Uzbekistan’s pursuit of
security, economic opportunities, and regional
influence, while the Taliban seeks legitimacy,
international

economic support, and

engagement.  This essay explores the

multifaceted dimensions of  Uzbekistan's

engagement with the Taliban, focusing on
geopolitical strategy, economic collaboration,
and cooperation in counterterrorism and anti-
narcotics efforts.

Geopolitical Considerations

Uzbekistan's engagement with the Taliban-led
Afghan government is driven by a complex set of

geopolitical considerations. As a landlocked

country situated in the heart of Central Asia,
Uzbekistan has long sought to assert itself as a
regional leader while managing relations with
powerful neighbors such as Russia, China, and
Iran. The fall of the U.S.-backed government in
Afghanistan and the subsequent return of the
Taliban have created a new regional dynamlc that

LT T T

Uzbekistan must navigate carefully.

For the Taliban, the engagement with Uzbekistan
is equally strategic. The timing of the Uzbek Prime
Minister's visit on the anniversary of the Taliban's
takeover is symbolic, as it provides the Taliban
with a form of international recognition and
legitimacy. By finalizing significant trade and
investment deals with Uzbekistan, the Taliban can
present itself as a capable and pragmatic
government, focused on economic development
and regional cooperation. This engagement also
helps the Taliban counterbalance its reliance on
neighboring countries like Pakistan and lIran,
giving it more leverage in its international
relations.

From Uzbekistan's perspective, finalizing these
deals reflects a strategic calculation to position
itself as a key player in shaping Afghanistan’s
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under the pretense of counterterrorism operations has
resulted in significant human rights abuses, including
extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, and the
displacement of countless civilians. These actions have
not only undermined the credibility of Pakistan's
counterterrorism efforts but have also perpetuated a cycle
of violence and repression against the Pashtun people.

The international community must play a crucial role in
advocating for justice and accountability in Pakistan.
Diplomatic pressure and international scrutiny can help
ensure that Pakistan addresses the grievances of the
Pashtun community and ceases its oppressive tactics. The

international community should support human rights

organizations and grassroots movements like the PTM,
which strive to bring attention to the injustices faced by
the Pashtun people.

Wazir's legacy will undoubtedly continue to inspire future
generations of Pashtuns in their quest for peace, justice,
and equality. His life and death serve as a reminder of the
importance of peaceful resistance and the enduring
strength of the human spirit in the face of oppression. As
the Pashtun community mourns their loss, they remain
steadfast in their commitment to achieving the rights and
recognition they deserve, standing as a testament to the
power of resilience and unity in the fight against

injustice.
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the Pashtun community and raised critical questions

about the ongoing conflict and the wuse of
counterterrorism tactics in Pakistan.

The Pashtun Struggle for Rights

A large portion of the Pashtun people, an ethnic group
divided by British colonial trickery using an imaginary
Durand Line, have been living in the region for thousands
of years. They were forced to live in the artificially created
Pakistan, cut off from their kin in Afghanistan. Over the
years, the Pashtuns in Pakistan have had to struggle for
rights and recognition, with peaceful resistance being a
cornerstone of their movement. The Pashtun Tahafuz
Movement (PTM), founded in 2014, has been at the
forefront of this struggle, advocating for human rights,
justice, and an end to extrajudicial killings and enforced
disappearances.

Gilaman Wazir emerged as a prominent figure within this
movement, using his poetry and rhetoric to inspire and
mobilize the Pashtun people. His works often highlighted
the plight of his community, calling for unity, resilience,
and peaceful resistance against oppression. Wazir's
assassination is a significant blow to the PTM and the
broader Pashtun cause, as it underscores the dangerous
environment in which activists operate.

The War on Terror and Its Implications

Since the early 2000s, Pakistan has been a critical ally in
the global War on Terror, a campaign led primarily by the
United States to combat terrorism worldwide. This
alliance has led to significant military and financial aid
from the U.S. to Pakistan, aimed at bolstering
counterterrorism efforts in the region. However, the
Pakistani military's approach to combating terrorism has
been widely criticized for its heavy-handed tactics and the
collateral damage inflicted on civilian populations,

particularly in the tribal areas where many Pashtuns

reside.

The Pakistani government's use of the War on Terror as a
pretext to suppress dissent and opposition has been a
contentious issue. Critics argue that the counterterrorism
narrative has been exploited to justify military operations
and human rights abuses against ethnic minorities and
political activists. The PTM has condemned the Pakistani
government’s actions, labeling them as genocidal under
the guise of the Azm-e-Istihkam operation. They have
been vocal in their criticism of these practices, accusing
the military of using counterterrorism as a cover to
perpetuate state violence and silence voices of dissent.
The Legacy of Gilaman Wazir

Gilaman Wazir's legacy as a poet and leader is intertwined
with the broader narrative of Pashtun resistance. His
contributions to the movement were not limited to his
poetic prowess but extended to his role as a unifying
figure who advocated for nonviolent resistance. Wazir's
death is a stark reminder of the risks faced by those who
dare to speak out against oppression and injustice in
Pakistan.

In the wake of his assassination, there is a renewed call for
accountability and justice. Human rights organizations
and international bodies have urged the Pakistani
government to conduct a thorough investigation into
Wazir's death and to address the broader issues of human
rights abuses in the country. The Pashtun community,
mourning the loss of a beloved leader, remains resolute in
its commitment to peaceful resistance and the pursuit of
justice.

Conclusion

The death of Gilaman Wazir is a poignant moment in the
history of the Pashtun struggle for rights and recognition.
It highlights the ongoing challenges faced by ethnic
minorities in Pakistan and the complex interplay between
counterterrorism efforts and human rights. Pakistan's

misuse of the War on Terror to target Pashtun tribal areas
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Gilaman Wazir's Murder: Pakistan's Misuse of the War on

Terror to Silence the Pashtun Voice

Murdered Pashton Poet Pashton Waziri civilians displaced by Pakistan Army General Asim Munir

social media influencer Pakistan army operations for control and other Pakistan Generals
Gilaman Wazir of Pashto area in the name of war on
terror
By: Ahmad Fawad Arsala commitment to the Pashtun cause, was a symbol of

) ) . ) peaceful resistance in the face of adversity. With almost a
Most observers believe that Gilaman Wazir, a prominent

} million followers on social media, he was a significant
Pashtun leader and poet, was targeted due to his stance

. . ) ) voice for peaceful resistance. He recently stated in a video
on the Durand Line and his peaceful demonstrations in

. . . on social media, “I am not accepting these lines on m
defense of the Pashtuns, leading to the violent attack in ’ pting Y

hands nor do I accept the line o forehead. Do yo
Islamabad, Pakistan, that caused his death. Wazir, ands nor accep e on my forehea you

) ) want me to accept an imagined Durand Line? You must be
renowned for his eloquent poetry and unwavering

crazy.” His untimely death has cast a somber shadow over
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