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Support Dawat Media Center

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every contribution, however big or small, powers our
journalism and sustains our future. Support the Dawat Media Center from as little as $/€10 - it only
takes a minute. If you can, please consider supporting us with a regular amount each month.

Thank you
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Land of Mountains and Dreams: Yet, resilient spirits always find a way,
. . In Afghanistan, where hope leads the day.
Stories from Afghanistan Poem From Herat's grandeur to Bamyan'’s ancient eyes,
In a land where mountains touch the sky so high, Beneath the starry Afghan skies.
A place of wonder, where tales never die. A land of joy, a land of sorrow,
Afghanistan’s the name, where stories find their way, In Afghanistan, there’s hope for tomorrow.
A land of ancient wonders, where dreams hold sway. The call to prayer, a soothing sound,
From Kabul's bustling streets to Kandahar’'s warm In towns and villages, all around.
embrace, In mosques and shrines, devotion’s pure,
A mix of different cultures, in this amazing space. In Afghanistan, faith’s the ultimate cure.
With every step you take, history does unfold, The Hindukush's peaks, where eagles take flight,
In Afghanistan, where tales are treasured, we're told. In nature’s beauty, there's pure delight.
Beneath the blazing sun, where people work and The colors of sunset, a breathtaking view,
strive, In Afghanistan, there's always something new.
In rugged lands, where only the strongest survive. So, let’s celebrate this land so grand,
Their hands have shaped a place, wild and free, With hearts of silver and golden sand.
In Afghanistan, where unity’s the key. In Afghanistan, where history’s unfurled,
The Panjshir Valley’'s meadows, so green and wide, A place of endless stories in a changing world.
A tranquil paradise, where dreams coincide.
In opulent bazaars, where treasures always gleam, If there were ever a time to join us, it is now.
In Afghanistan, where hopes shine like a beam. Every contribution, however big or small,
The Silk Road’s ancient path through desert sands, powers our journalism and sustains our future.
Connecting hearts and distant lands. Support the Dawat Media Center from as little
Trade and knowledge, shared with grace, as $/€10 - it only takes a minute. If you can,
In Afghanistan, where different cultures find their please consider supporting us with a regular
place. amount each month. Thank you
Through history’s twists and turns, through trials and
st
With wars and conflicts testing life.
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Afghanistan Affirms Timeless Wisdom:
“No War Without Tea” — A Symbol of Hospitality

By: Humayoon Babur

Legend has it that on the morning the
Russians captured Bukhara, the city’s
crier was still on his horse, announcing
through the streets. Upon hearing this,
some elders exclaimed, “We haven’t
even had our tea yet! There can be no
war without tea.” As they paused for
tea, Russian soldiers halted at their
doorstep, confiscating their food.
May 21st marks International Tea Day,
celebrating one of the world’s most
beloved beverages. However, for
many—Afghans, tea has become a
staple part of their —daily meals due to
its affordability.
In Afghanistan, some impoverished
families rely heavily on tea and dry
bread to sustain themselves amid
economic hardships. Ahmad Shah, 36,
a resident of Kabul, shared his

struggles, stating, “I'm currently
unemployed and spend most of my
time at home. My main sustenance is
bread and tea. Having these simple
comforts brings me happiness amidst
my struggles. The situation is tough,
difficulties  and

with financial

challenges abound.”
Social affairs expert Wazma Fitrat
highlights the widespread economic
challenges facing Afghan families,
“where many cannot afford more
nutritious meals.” Additionally, some
Afghans have developed a habit of
consuming numerous cups of tea daily.

At the same time, many believe

drinking tea, especially at dawn time,
can help prevent cancer. Rezwan Ullah,
24, in Kunar province, shared how his
grandfather, who recently passed away
due to cancer, used to drink tea every
morning without adding anything.
Despite its prevalence, the import of
green and black tea into Afghanistan
continues to rise. However, the exact
impact of this importation remains
unclear.

Tea holds a prominent status among
Afghans, serving not only as a favored
beverage for alleviating fatigue but also
as a symbol of—hospitality and a
means of coping with economic
challenges.

“The economic condition of Afghan
citizens is dire. Many households lack
the financial means to afford varied
food items, resorting to tea as a staple.
Some cannot even afford tea or cold
water, relying on dry food due to
unemployment.” Said Rezwan Ullah.
As we observe International Tea Day,
the United Nations recognizes tea’s
significance globally, particularly in
both

supporting  livelihoods in

developed and underdeveloped
nations. Tea has a rich history dating
back thousands of years, with its
origins believed to trace back to
regions in India, Myanmar, and
China.

Tea is not only a beverage but also

a symbol of hospitality, fatigue

relief, and poverty alleviation in

Afghan culture. Its consumption has
become deeply embedded in daily life,
from welcoming guests to alleviating
boredom.

The Afghanistan Chamber of
Commerce and Investment reports a
significant increase in the import of
green and black tea into Afghanistan.
However, while the import numbers
are high, the impact on local economies
and consumption patterns remains
unclear.

According to official records from the
Chamber of Commerce of Afghanistan
it brought in 74,000 tons of green and
black tea from various countries last
year. “Our imports include tea sourced
from Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam,
Singapore, Bangladesh, India, and
China. In Afghanistan, black tea is
more commonly consumed, although
green tea is also  popular.”
On International Tea Day, people
around the world are encouraged to
reflect on the cultural and economic
significance of tea. As cups are raised in
celebration, it’s important to remember
the millions of families worldwide

whose livelihoods rely on this —

humble beverage.

Let Afghan Girls Learn
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societies. In such societies, heroic
songs and poems are popular.

If we look at Afghan history, the
most praised individuals in all
tribes are those who destroyed
the country the most and Kkilled
many people. There is little
mention of those who did

something for the country’s
reconstruction.
In civilized and advanced

societies, the issue of alternatives
is also raised, but there the
alternative is created within the
framework of the law. It depends
on the people whether they
create a good alternative or a bad
one. If they create a good
alternative, the system works
well; if they create a bad
alternative, the system works
poorly.

Among Afghans, raising the issue
of alternatives is fundamentally
wrong. No one can be an
alternative to anyone. We heard
the issue of alternatives during
the time of King Zahir Shah,
during President Daoud’s time,
during the time of Taraki, Amin,
Babrak Karmal, and Dr. Najib. We
heard about alternatives during
President Karzai’s time, and we
heard the same issue during Dr.
Ashraf Ghani's time that they
have no alternatives. We also
heard about alternatives during
Mullah Omar’s time, and even

after his death, it was said that he
had no alternative, but an
alternative was found for each
one in its time. An alternative will
definitely be found for the
Taliban and Sheikh Haibatullah
(if he is the same Sheikh
Haibatullah from Kuchlak).

The phrase “no alternative” is
fundamentally an insult to forty
million Afghans, implying that
among forty million Afghans,
there is not a single person who
can be an alternative to someone
else. The main question is
whether their alternative should
be created based on the law of
the jungle, where another
predator emerges and eliminates
them, or should all live, work,
and engage in politics under the
shadow of the law and create an

alternative within the
framework of the law?
Discussing  individuals and

alternatives is fundamentally
wrong because Afghanistan’s
past history has proven that
under the law of the jungle, no
one is a good alternative to
another.

The right thing is to discuss
systems and laws instead of
individuals, to move away from
the law of the jungle so that
processes, systems, and laws can
create alternatives. After having
laws, it depends on the people

what kind of alternatives they
choose. Under the framework of
the law, there should be no
politics of exclusion and
monopolization of power. Power
always goes to the group that is
organized. If the Taliban are
organized, they will take power
with the people’s consent
because the people will want
such individuals, and if others
are organized, they will take
power and everyone will have
the right to live, work, and
engage in politics within the
framework of the law.

For this reason, the Pro-
Democratic Republic Movement
of Afghanistan (PDMA)

opposes all kinds of power
sharing and inclusive
government  but  supports
inclusive processes within the
framework of the constitution. In
an inclusive government, a few
people are prominent, and a few
people occupy the nation’s share.

In an inclusive process, the
nation is prominent, not
individuals. The result of an

inclusive process within the
framework of the constitution
can bring stability, protect the
rights of all Afghans, prevent war
and conflict, improve
governance, and ultimately allow
Afghans to breathe peacefully.

Support Dawat Media Center

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every contribution, however big or small, powers our
journalism and sustains our future. Support the Dawat Media Center from as little as $/€10 - it only
takes a minute. If you can, please consider supporting us with a regular amount each month. Thank you

DNB Bank AC # 0530 2294668

Account for international payments: NO15 0530 2294 668
Vipps: #557320

www.dawatmedia24.com email: dawatmedia@gmail.com - dawatafghanmedia@gmail.com
Dawat Media Center: V/ M. Tariq Bazger, Voldgata. 37A, 2000 Lillestram NORWAY

LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN

69/72



http://www.dawatmedia24.com/
mailto:dawatmedia@gmail.com
mailto:dawatafghanmedia@gmail.com

3|Page

Do the Taliban have an alternative or not?

0\
By: Shahmahmood Miakhel

Some people consciously or
unconsciously raise the issue
that the Taliban have no
alternative and that this is a
reality that must be accepted. We
will analyze and examine these
two issues of “alternative” and
“accepting reality” to see if they
are correct or not.

If the discussion 1is about
accepting realities, then the
monarchy of King Zahir Shah was
also a reality. Why did President
Daoud stage a coup? President
Daoud’s republic was also a
reality, why did the PDPA
(People’s Democratic Party)
stage a coup? The PDPA
government was also a reality,
why did the Mujahideen fight
against it? The Mujahideen were
also a reality, why did the Taliban
fight against them? The republic
was also a reality, why did the
Taliban carry out suicide
bombings and explosions against
the republic and the people? This
second round of Taliban rule is
also a reality, why do millions of
Afghans hate them and flee the
country? The devil is also a
reality, why do mullahs preach
against him every day?

The issue here is not about
accepting or rejecting realities.
The issue is that the struggle,
war, or whatever name you give

it against all these realities was
because a group or a person
came to power. These individuals
and groups created policies of
exclusion and monopolization of
power. To seize power, they
would inevitably create
narratives, garner support from
their own and outsiders, create
fear and hatred, justify unjust
actions, and consider just actions
unjust. They create a vicious
circle to maintain power,
enforcing the law of the jungle.
In the jungle, the lion is also a
reality, but other animals either
flee from it or fight against it. In
the jungle, the strong prey on the
weak, and when the jungle’s lion
weakens, another strong one
emerges to replace or eliminate
the previous one. This new lion
rules until another strong one
emerges and replaces it.

The situation in Afghanistan over
the past centuries, especially in
the past five decades, has been
like this. The main issue is
whether Afghans accept the law
of the jungle or live together
under a legal framework?

If the issue is about accepting
realities, then the Taliban should
also accept and consider the brief
history of the past five decades,
because that too is a reality. The
Taliban themselves have
experienced this bitter reality.
Why were they removed from
power, and what happened to
them over the past two or three
decades? Let’s move away from
the law of the jungle. Let all
Afghans live, work, and engage in
politics within a legal framework.
The politics of exclusion and
monopolization of power should

end. Afghans should learn from
bitter past experiences that the
law of the jungle cannot continue
and that another predatory lion
will inevitably emerge to prey on
its own people and eliminate the
previous lion.

The second issue is the question
of “alternatives”. This too is a
foreign narrative that has been
whispered into the ears of
Afghans in various ways for
years. In this narrative, based on
the law of the jungle, the qualities
of a predatory animal are
described, such as someone
being a great commander, a
brave warrior who killed many,
and that there is no one like him.
[t is said that another son will not
be born to take his place. A few
days ago, I wrote in an article
that Afghans have been bitten
multiple times from the same
hole, but they still haven't
learned.

Here, some Afghans, out of fear,
the pursuit of wealth, power, and
positions, praise living predatory
animals. They write poems,
articles, and make propaganda in
their praise. They speak on
television and radio about past
eras. Some foreigners and
domestic actors lobby that
Taliban brought country under
one rule. Some of these realities
are true, while some are their
slanders and lies. These poems,
writings, and praises are
repeated in gatherings and
places to create a false and
fictional narrative of bravery and
to accept the current reality.
Such praises, heroic poems, and
songs are characteristics of
backward and primitive
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visuals served as a powerful
tool to counteract the abstract
and fear-based allegations with
concrete evidence of multi-

ethnic collaboration and
prosperity.

4. Strategic Messaging: The
Taliban's messaging

emphasized themes of national
unity and development. By
framing the canal project as a
national initiative designed to
benefit all Afghans, regardless
of ethnic background, the
Taliban sought to transcend
ethnic divisions and position
themselves as the guardians of
national interest and
development.
Effectiveness of the PR Campaign
The Taliban's PR efforts were met
with varying degrees of success. On
ane hand, their proactive
engagement and use of local
testimonials managed to garner
support among some segments of
the population, particularly those
directly benefiting from the canal
project. The visual and anecdotal
evidence provided a compelling
counter-narrative that was difficult
to dismiss outright.

However, the underlying ethnic
tensions and historical mistrust
among  Afghanistan's diverse
communities have always been
susceptible to manipulation by
opposition within and outside
Afghanistan. While the FR
campaign may have alleviated some
immediate concerns, the long-term
effectiveness in altering deeply
entrenched perceptions remains
uncertain.

Broader Implications

The Taliban's handling of the Qgsh,

Tapa canal controversy highlights

several key aspects of their

governance and communication
strategy:

1. Adaptability to Modern
Media: The Taliban's adept use
of social media and digital
platforms indicates a significant
evolution from their previous
media strategies. They are
increasingly aware of the
importance of winning hearts
and minds in the digital age.

2. Emphasis on Development
Projects: By focusing on
infrastructure and
development projects, the
Taliban aims to demonstrate
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their capability to govern and
bring tangible benefits to the
populace. This approach seeks

to legitimize  their rule
domestically and
internationally.

3. Challenges of Ethnic
Integration: The persistent

ethnic tensions underscore the
complexities of governing a
multi-ethnic natien. The
Taliban's success in managing
these tensions will be a crucial
determinant of their long-term
stability and legitimacy.
Conclusion
The Qosh Tapa canal case study
illustrates the Taliban's nuanced
approach to public relations in the
face of opposition narratives. While
their efforts to portray the project
as a unifying and beneficial
endeavor achieved some success,
the underlying ethnic divisions
pose ongoing challenges. The
Taliban's ability to navigate these
challenges will be crucial as they
continue to consolidate power and
seek broader acceptance both
within Afghanistan and on the
international stage. *
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The Taliban’s Public Relations Strategies: A Case
Study of the Qosh Tapa Canal

By: Ahmad Fawad Arsala

In the intricate web of Afghan
politics and social dynamics, the
Taliban 2.0 public relations (PR)
campaigns have become a focal
point of their governance strategy.
Analyzing  the PR  efforts
surrounding the Qosh Tapa canal
irrigation project offers a window
into how the Taliban navigates and
counters opposition narratives in
the digital age.

The Controversy: Allegations of
Ethnic Engineering

The Qosh Tapa canal, a major
irrigation  project aimed at
channeling water from the Amu
River to arid regions in northern
Afghanistan, became a lightning rod
for controversy. Critics and online
opposition groups widely accused

the Taliban of using the canal
project as a covert means to
relocate Pakistani Pashtuns into
predominantly non-Pashtun areas,
thereby altering the region’s ethnic
composition. This narrative played
into deep-seated fears of ethnic
marginalization and demographic
manipulation, resonating
particularly among Uzbek,

Turkmen, and Tajik communities in

the north.

The Taliban’s Counter-Narrative

In response to these allegations, the

Taliban launched a comprehensive

PR campaign to refute the claims

and reshape public perception.

Their strategy was multifaceted,

leveraging various media platforms

to present a cohesive counter-
narrative.

1. Local Farmer Testimonials: The
Taliban produced and
disseminated numerous
reports featuring not only
Uzbek and Turkmen farmers
working around the canal but
also dispatching Turkmen and
Uzbek-speaking reporters.

These reports highlighted the
LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN

tangible benefits the project
brought to local agriculture,
including increased crop yields
and improved livelihoods. By
showcasing real-life
beneficiaries  from  ethnic
groups purportedly at risk of
displacement, the Taliban
aimed to dismantle the
narrative of ethnic engineering.
Social Media
Engagement: Recognizing the
power of social media in
shaping public opinion, the
Taliban mobilized pro-
government influencers and
content creators on platforms
like YouTube and Twitter.
These influencers produced
videos and posts documenting
the positive impact of the canal
on local communities, often
featuring interviews with local
residents who praised the
project.

Visual Evidence: High-quality
videos and photographs were
circulated to visually affirm the
presence and benefits for Uzbek
and Turkmen farmers. These
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