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UN calls on Taliban to end corporal

pun

The use of corporal punishment by the de facto

authorities in Afghanistan runs counter to
international law and must stop, the UN Assistance
Mission in the country (UNAMA), said on Monday.
“Corporal punishment is a Vviolation of
the Convention against Torture and must cease,”
said UNAMA's human rights chief Fiona Frazer,
stressing that the UN is “strongly opposed” to the
death penalty.

Tweet URL

She called on the de facto authorities to establish
an “‘immediate moratorium” on

Flogging and stoning

In a newreport, UNAMA said that it had
documented “a range of forms of corporal
punishment” carried out by the Taliban since their
return to power on 15 August 2021 after
dislodging the democratically-elected
Government, “including lashings or floggings,
stoning, forcing people to stand in cold water, and
forced head shaving”. In the last six months
alone, 274 men, 58 women and two boys have
been publicly flogged.

According to the report, the legal system in
Afghanistan is currently “failing to safeguard
minimum fair trial and due process guarantees”.
UNAMA warned that the Taliban's refusal to
grant licences to women defence lawyers and
the exclusion of women judges from the judicial

ishment in Af

hanistan

system are impacting women and girls’ access to
justice.

Violating international law

Corporal punishment has been defined as “any
punishment in which physical force is used and
intended to cause some degree of pain or
discomfort, however light”.

The prohibition of torture and cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment s
considered a fundamental principle of
international law, the report reiterated.

Sentenced to ‘100 lashes’

Between 15 August 2021 and 12 November 2022
alone, UNAMA documented at least 18 instances
of judicial corporal punishment carried out by de
facto provincial, district and appeals courts.
“Within the 18 documented instances, 33 men
and 22 women were punished, including two girls;
the vast majority of punishments, for both men
and women, related to adultery or ‘running away
from home’ and all women and girls who were
punished were reportedly convicted of such
offences,” the report showed.

In general, punishments consisted of 30 to 39
lashes for each convicted person. However, “in
some cases, people received as many as 80 to
100 lashes”, according to the report.
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promotion of all women’s and girls’ rights and
comply with obligations under instruments to
which Afghanistan is a State party, including the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

Special Rapporteurs

The experts expect to present to the Human
Rights Council in June a joint report thoroughly
analyzing the situation of women and girls’ rights
in Afghanistan, followed by an interactive
dialogue with Afghan women.

Special Rapporteurs and other rights experts are
appointed by the UN Human Rights Council, are
mandated to monitor and report on specific
thematic issues or country situations, are not UN
staff and do not receive a salary for their work.
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Chair of the working group on discrimination
against women and girls, Dorothy Estrada-Tanck,
shared their preliminary observations, including
meetings with Taliban leaders and grave
accounts from the women and girls they met in
Kabul and Mazar-e-Sharif, in Balkh province,
between 17 April and 4 May.

“Numerous women shared their feelings of fear
and extreme anxiety, describing their situation as
a life under house arrest,” they reported.

“We are also particularly concerned by the fact
that women who peacefully protest against
these oppressive measures encounter threats,
harassment, arbitrary detentions and torture,”
they said.

Extreme misogyny

For two years, the de facto authorities have
dismantled the legal and institutional framework
and have been “ruling through the most extreme
forms of misogyny”, destroying the relative
progress towards gender equality achieved in the
past two decades, they said.

In meetings with the Taliban, the experts said de
facto authorities had told them that women were
working in the health, education, and business
sectors, and that they were ensuring that women
can work according to Sharia, separated from
men.

The de facto authorities reiterated their message
that they were working on the reopening of
schools, without providing a clear timeline, and
indicated that the international community
should not interfere in the country’'s internal
affairs, the experts added.

However, they noted that the Taliban impose

certain interpretations of religion “that appear not
to be shared by the vast majority of Afghans”.

‘Alive, but not living’

The experts said that one of the women they
spoke with told them, “we are alive, but not
living”.

The consequences of the restrictive measures
have led todetention for alleged “moral
crimes” under extreme “modesty rules”, they
said. New laws have also decimated the system
of protection and support for those fleeing
domestic violence, leaving women and girls with
absolutely no recourse.

The impact is alarming, the experts said, noting
that new Taliban-imposed measures have
reportedly contributed to a surge in the rates of
child and forced marriage, as well as the
proliferation of gender-based
violence perpetrated with impunity.

“These acts do not occur in isolation,” they
cautioned. “If we are to eliminate discrimination
and break cycles of violence, gender justice
requires a holistic understanding as to why such
violations are committed.”

‘Gender apartheid’

The world “cannot turn a blind eye,” they warned.
They recommended that the international
community develop further normative standards
and tools to address “the broader phenomenon
of gender apartheid” as an institutionalized
system of  discrimination, segregation,
humiliation, and exclusion of women and girls.
At the same time, the UN should take a human
rights-based approach which requires a deep
understanding and analysis of its principles, they
said.

Technical and financial partners should
considerably increase their support to activists
and grassroots organizations present in
Afghanistan and to the unwavering efforts of a
“still vibrant civil society” to avoid the complete
breakdown of civic space which could have
irreversible consequences, they recommended.

They urged the de facto authorities to honour
commitments towards the protection and
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Afghanistan: Women tell UN rights experts
‘we’re alive, but not living’

(o

© UNICEF/Salam Al-Janabi

Women and children wait to be seen by members of a UNICEF-supported mobile health and nutrition team in

Kandahar, Afghanistan.

Following a systematic crackdown on the rights
of Afghan women and girls by the Taliban - from
attending school to working at the UN - “the
stage may be set for multiple preventable deaths
that could amount to femicide” unless
restrictions are reversed rapidly, independent
UN human rights experts announced on Friday,
following an eight-day visit to the country.

“We are alarmed about widespread mental health
issues and accounts of escalating suicides
among women and girls,” they said in ajoint
statement. “This  extreme situation of
institutionalized gender-based discrimination in
Afghanistan is unparalleled anywhere in the
world.”

‘Extreme’ discrimination

Since the Taliban seized power in Afghanistan in
2021, de facto authorities have issued a cascade
of restrictive orders that amounts to “extreme

institutionalized gender-based
discrimination” and a systematic chipping away
of the rights of women and girls, they warned.

The ongoing “appalling” human rights
violations have masked other underlying
manifestations of gender-based discrimination
that preceded the Taliban’s rule and are now
“deeply engrained in society and even
normalized”, they added.

Currently, females are prohibited from being in
school above sixth grade, including universities,
can only be provided care by women doctors, and
are barred from working at the UN and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs).

‘Life under house arrest’

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Afghanistan, Richard Bennett, and the
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Afghanistan: Taliban ‘may be responsible
for gender apartheid’ says rights expert

© UNOCHA/Charlotte Cans

Nurses at a mobile clinic provide nutrition assistance to
families in a village in Kandahar, Afghanistan.

The plight of women and girls in Afghanistan
featured prominently at the Human Rights
Council on Monday where independent UN-
appointed rights experts warned of
systematic “gender apartheid” and “gender
persecution”.

Volker Tiirk, UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, expressed similar concerns on the
opening day of the Council’'s summer session,
adding that the de facto authorities had
“dismantled the most fundamental principles of
human rights, particularly for women and girls”.

In a joint report presented to the Council by the
Special Rapporteur for Afghanistan and the
Working Group on discrimination against
women and girls, the experts, Richard Bennett
and Dorothy Estrada-Tanck, said that their plight
was among the worst in the world.

SRR s
Their report calls on the de facto authorities to
respect and restore women'’s and girls” human
rights. It also urges the international community
and the UN to pay greater attention to
widespread discrimination against women and

girls in Afghanistan.

Ideological bias

“We also draw to the Council's attention our
deep concern that these serious deprivations of
women's and girls’ fundamental human rights
and the harsh enforcement by the de facto
authorities of their restrictive measures may
constitute the crime against humanity of gender
persecution,” said Mr. Bennett.
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He cited preliminary data which suggests

that 134 children were killed or maimed by
explosive devices between January and March
of this year.

“This is the reality of the escalating danger
faced by Afghan children as they explore areas
that were previously inaccessible due to
fighting,” he said.

"Many of those killed and maimed are children
collecting scrap metal to sell. Because that's
what poverty does. It compels you to send your
children to work - not because you want to,

but because you have to.”

Trapped in child labour

Meanwhile, roughly 1.6 million Afghan children -
some as young as six - are trapped in child
labour, working in dangerous conditions just to
help their parents put food on the table.

"And where education used to be a symbol of
hope, children’s right to learn is under attack,”
Mr. Equiza added.

“Girls across Afghanistan have been denied their
right to learn for over three years now — first,
due to COVID-19 and then, since September
2021, because of the ban on attending
secondary school. | don't need to tell you of the
impact of these absences on their mental
health.”

Staying and adapting

He underlined UNICEF’'s commitment to stay
and deliver for the women and children in
Afghanistan, where it has had a presence for
nearly 75 years.

“We're adapting to the fast-changing realities on
the ground, finding solutions to reach the
children that need us the most, while ensuring
that Afghan women employed by UNICEF can
continue their invaluable contribution to our
work for children,” he said.

With needs growing every day, he called for
greater support from the international
community, noting that UNICEF’'s Humanitarian
Action for Children Appeal is only 22 percent
funded.
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Children bearing the brunt of
Afghanistan crisis: UNICEF

© UNICEF/Salam Al-Janabi

Women and children wait to be seen by members of a
UNICEF-supported mobile health and nutrition team in

Kandahar, Afghanistan.

Roughly 90 per cent of the population in

Afghanistan is on the brink of poverty “and

children bear the brunt of it,” the

that Afghanistan is a children's rights crisis,” he
said, warning that the situation is getting worse.

Young lives at risk

This year, some 2.3 million Afghan boys and
girls are expected to face acute

malnutrition. Of this number, 875,000 will need
treatment for severe acute malnutrition, a life-
threatening condition.

Furthermore, around 840,000 pregnant women
and breastfeeding mothers are likely to
experience acute malnutrition, jeopardizing their
ability to give their babies the best start in life.
Mr. Equiza added that although fighting has
mostly stopped, decades of conflict mean that
every day, children’s rights are violated “in the

Representative of the UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) in the country, Fran Equiza, told
journalists in New York on Thursday.
“Because, in what is a deeply troubled country -
grappling with humanitarian catastrophe,
climate related disasters, and egregious human
rights abuses - too many people have forgotten

most appalling ways”.

Escalating danger

He said Afghanistan is among the most
“weapons-contaminated countries” in the world,
and most of the casualties are children.
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