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In English Issue:

-Harassed here too’: Afghan
artists find no sanctuary in
Pakistan (Pages 1 -2)

-How one mobile app is
helping Afghans send aid
(Page. 3-6)

- Send us a man to do your
job so we can sack you,
Taliban tell female officials
(Pages. 7-8)

- Afghan refugees protest
delayed visas at US
embassy in Madagascar
(Pages. 9-10)

-Ben Roberts-Smith’s
defamation trial hears
Australian SAS soldiers (page.
11-13)

- Afghans in US immigration
limbo watch Ukrainians breeze
through (pages. 13-15)

- Taliban presiding over
extensive rights abuses in
Afghanistan, says UN (page. 16-
17)

- UN urged to impose travel ban
on Taliban leadership over
oppression of women (P. 17-18)
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Afghanistan Ending the reign of Soviet Terror
By: Bruce G. Richardson
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The travel ban expires automatically on 20 June
unless the UN renews it, and key figures in the US
administration not only want it renewed, but
extended. But there is as yet no official US position.
Currently only 41 members of the Taliban
administration are affected by the travel ban after
it was partially suspended three years ago to
permit 14 members to participate in peace talks.
Heather Barr, from Human Rights Watch, says at
a minimum travel bans should be imposed on
three individuals: Abdul-Haq Wassiq, the head of
the intelligence agency; Sheikh Muhammad
Khalid Hanafi, the head of the ministry for the
promotion of virtue and the prevention of vice;
and Haibatullah Akhundzada, the Taliban’s top
religious leader, who reportedly played a decisive
role in extending the ban on girls’ secondary
education.

She said: “It’s a false dichotomy to suggest that
ending the travel ban exemption means giving up
on engaging the Taliban. It’'s time for
governments to turn consensus that the Taliban’s
actions are unlawful into coordinated actions that
show the Taliban that the world is ready to defend
the rights of Afghans, particularly women and
girls, in meaningful ways.”

The former Swedish foreign minister Margot
Wallstrom has come out in support of the move,
saying: “The longstanding UN ban on travel for
Taliban leaders carries a waiver for some of them.
Meanwhile, Afghan women can hardly leave their
homes. The travel ban exemption should not be
renewed without conditions: real progress for
Afghan women and girls.”

Annie Pforzheimer, a former deputy chief of the
US mission to Kabul, has also urged the state
department to act. “Suspending the travel ban
has allowed the Taliban to pursue the diplomatic

recognition it craves, setting in motion the
creeping normalisation of an authoritarian and
extremist movement that other groups will
emulate.”

Critics say the Taliban use overseas visits to
mislead diplomats about the potential pluralist
trajectory of the Taliban, and it is vital that the
international community does not favour
engagement for its own sake. Senior Taliban
figures were last seen in St Petersburg for
the international economic forum hosted by
Vladimir Putin.

Asila Wardak, an Afghan women’s rights activist and
former diplomat, said: “We talk about a travel ban for
the Taliban, well, the real travel ban is on Afghan
women who are barely allowed to go outside their
homes. But still, the Taliban has all the travel benefits
it wants despite that.”

In a statement Henrik Thune, the deputy foreign
minister of Norway, said: “The travel ban exemption
is first and foremost a tool to facilitate contact with the
de facto authorities. In our opinion, this continues to
be crucial if we want to influence the trajectory of the
future of Afghanistan.” Norway is a member of the UN
security council and pen-holder on the Afghan file at
the UN, so its voice is significant.

Edicts restricting the rights of women have been
pouring out of the Afghan government. Most recently,
on 17 May, the Taliban dissolved the Afghanistan
Independent Human Rights Commission, cutting off
a crucial source of support for Afghans facing
violations of their human rights, including women
and girls experiencing gender-based violence.

Nine days later, the UN special rapporteur on the
human rights situation in Afghanistan concluded his
mission by describing recent measures as “fitting a

pattern of absolute gender segregation ... aimed at
making women invisible in society”.
Michelle Bachelet, the UN human rights

commissioner, made no comment on the ban in her
address to the UN human rights council, but said:
“What we are witnessing today in Afghanistan is the
institutionalized, systematic oppression of women.
Limiting women’s freedom of movement negatively
impacts almost all aspects of their lives, including the
ability of women and their children to access and to
participate in health services, livelihood and
humanitarian aid.”

The human rights council has yet to decide
whether to have a special session dedicated to the
discrimination facing Afghan women, but there is
pressure from Afghan civil society for it to go
ahead, probably in the week starting 4 July.
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Late on Thursday, the Australian journalist
Lynne O’Donnell said she had been “detained,
abused and threatened” in Kabul and forced to
tweet a retraction of previous reporting, some
about a year old, before being allowed to leave the
country.

The Taliban’s foreign ministry spokesperson,
Abdul Qahar Balkhi, said O’Donnell had been
denied accreditation in Afghanistan “due to her
open support for armed resistance and falsifying
reports”. She was taken for questioning after she
was “discovered hiding in Kabul” after being
refused accreditation. She herself had offered to
tweet the retraction of her stories, he claimed in
response to her statements.

“She was informed that she will be able to stay
and operate in Afghanistan if she can produce
evidence to substantiate any of the claims in her

report ... The new Afghan government remains
committed to the principles of freedom of press.”
The UN report raised particular concerns about
the Taliban’s intelligence service and the ministry
for the propagation of virtue and prevention of
vice. The latter has produced many of the harsh
directives limiting the lives of women and girls in
Afghanistan.

They are now excluded from “most aspects of
everyday and public life”, the UN said, including
secondary schools and government positions, in
a major assault on their human rights.

It also highlighted the devastating impact of the
economic collapse that followed the Taliban
takeover, fuelled in part by sanctions on the new
leadership and an abrupt halt to foreign aid that
had funded a large part of the government and
public services. Over half of Afghans now need
humanitarian aid.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every contribution, however big or
small, powers our journalism and sustains our future. Support the Dawat Media
Center from as little as $/€10 - it only takes a minute. If you can, please consider
supporting us with a regular amount each month. Thank you

UN urged to impose travel ban on Taliban
leadership over oppression of women

Campaigners say curtailing of women’s
rights in Afghanistan means Trump-era
waiver must be removed

A woman walks by an official banner telling women to
wear face veils in Kandahar. Photograph: EPA

Patrick Wintour Diplomatic editor

Human rights groups are urging the UN to end a
Trump-era waiver that allows Taliban members
most responsible for the oppression of women in
Afghanistan to travel abroad.

In a test for the international community’s
willingness to isolate the Taliban, critics argue
that those Taliban members curtailing women’s
right to leave their homes
within Afghanistan should at minimum be
banned from leaving their country.

The UN has imposed extensive sanctions against
the Taliban, but the security council is due to
debate next week whether to impose a travel ban
on all its leading members as a way of signalling
that the Taliban’s route to international
recognition, let alone legitimacy, is blocked so
long as it continues on its course of driving
women from public life and teenage girls out of
secondary education.
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Taliban presiding over extensive rights
abuses in Afghanistan, says UN

Allegations include 160 killings of ex-
government officials and security
forces, torture and punishments

Members of the Taliban stand guard as people gather

for prayers at a mosque in Kandahar,
Afghanistan. Photograph: EPA

Emma Graham-Harrison in Kabul

Taliban authorities have presided over

widespread human rights abuses since they took
control of Afghanistan last August, the UN said,
including 160 Kkillings of former government
officials and members of the security forces, and
dozens of cases of torture, arbitrary arrests and
inhumane punishments.

A UN report, released on the day an Australian
journalist said she had been detained in Kabul
and forced to tweet a retraction of her reporting,
also detailed a broad assault on the press. In total
173 media workers were affected by abuses
including detention, threats, ill-treatment and
assault.

“[The United Nations] has documented
persistent allegations of extrajudicial killings,
arbitrary arrests and detentions, and torture and
ill-treatment carried out by the de facto
authorities,” the report, titled Human Rights in
Afghanistan, found.

“De facto authorities” refers to the Taliban
government that has not been recognised by any
member of the international community nearly a
year after taking control.

The UN said it was “concerned about the
impunity” with which Taliban members appear

to have carried out human rights violations. A
sweeping crackdown on critics, targeting media,
protesters and civil society activists has
exacerbated the problem.

“The human rights situation has been
compounded by the measures taken by the de
facto authorities to stifle debate, curb dissent and
limit the fundamental rights and freedoms of
Afghans,” the report said.

Although civilian casualties fell sharply when the
Taliban took control of Afghanistan and fighting
has stopped in most of the country, the new
government was not able to guarantee security
for its citizens, particularly religious and ethnic
minorities.

Armed conflict killed 700 civilians and injured
more than 1,400 between 15 August 2021 and
June this year, the UN found. Most died in suicide
attacks by Islamic State fighters, and from
unexploded weapon remnants left behind when
fighting ended in much of the country.

Between 1 January and 14 August 2021, in the
final months of intense battle, more than 2,000
civilians were killed and more than 5,300 injured.
The UN also highlighted inhuman punishments
and killings of Afghans accused of so-called moral
crimes including sex outside marriage.

A Taliban spokesperson, Zabihullah Mujahid,
criticised the report as “propaganda” and said the
incidents documented were not true. “There is no
arbitrarily kill or arrest in the country. If someone
kills or arrests arbitrarily, the one is considered
criminal and will face the sharia law,” he said in a
statement on Twitter.

The UN, which required three independent
sources on a human rights abuse to include it in
the report, detailed some cases where the Taliban
had arrested individuals accused of human rights
abuses. The UN also “appreciated the level of
engagement to date” from Taliban authorities.

In an apparent swipe at the UN findings, Mujahid
also hit out at a Facebook ban on the national
broadcaster Radio Television Afghanistan and
the official Bakhtar news agency. “Now, you will
understand what the west calls the freedom of
media!? Blocking the social media accounts ...
shows impatience and intolerance,” he wrote.
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Javed added that in his view, Afghan SIV
applicants have taken a back seat since the war in
Ukraine started.

Although US authorities maintain that they are doing
their best to adjudicate Afghan parole and SIV
applications, a lawsuit filed in May by the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Massachusetts
against DHS Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas claims
that the department arbitrarily shifted its standards
for humanitarian parole for Afghans.

“In September we were hearing ... [that Afghans
should] file humanitarian parole,” said Dan Berger, a
lawyer at the law firm Curran, Berger, and Kludt who
is supervising the ACLU lawsuit. “Sometime around
the late fall, early winter, the messaging changed.”
During the Kabul airlift in late August, Mayorkas
authorised US Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) officers to parole certain Afghans,
including those eligible for SIV. And according to
the ACLU complaint, US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) promoted
humanitarian parole as a solution for people
trying to escape the crisis in Afghanistan.

But the complaint states that after the US had
received “tens of millions” of dollars in
application fees, USCIS changed the rules for
parole, leading to denials or indefinite delays for
thousands of people.

According to a DHS spokesperson, USCIS
received more than 46,000 properly submitted
parole applications from Afghans between July 1,
2021, and June 2, 2022, of which the vast
majority remain unadjudicated. Only 297
Afghans were approved during that time.
Meanwhile, under the Uniting for Ukraine parole
programme for Ukrainian refugees announced on
April 21, more than 38,000 Ukrainians have been
authorised to travel to the US according to the
DHS, in addition to more than 22,000
Ukrainians who arrived on other types of parole
outside the programme. Another 34,000
Ukrainian nationals have also arrived on visas
since March 24.

“I think a lot does have to do with political will,”
Berger said. “The programme that’s been set up
for Ukraine, I've had people get here in weeks,
literally, with very little processing and no filing
fee.”

According to the DHS spokesperson, this is
because it is thought that Ukrainians will return

to their country after the conflict, while Afghans
will require permanent resettlement in the US.
On the SIV front, a spokesperson for the State
Department maintained that it is committed to
“streamlin[ing] the SIV programme,” and is
“developing processing alternatives” for those
unable to reach countries where US consular
services are available.

But even if Afghans make it to third countries, their
problems are far from over. Sardar, an SIV applicant
who relocated to Pakistan in May with the help of
EVAC, an American non-profit organisation, will
likely have to wait for a decision on his case without
the right to work in Pakistan after the US delayed his
case by eight months.

The US evacuated some 116,000 people during the
Kabul airlift in August 2021, and according to the
DHS, more than 79,000 Afghans have arrived in the
US since then. However, due to the chaotic nature of
the airlift at that time, not all the evacuees were from
groups thought to be in jeopardy.

According to Berger, there was a window to rectify the
problem by the swift processing of humanitarian
parole applications for eligible Afghans at that time
but creating a programme like the current one for
Ukrainians remains unlikely.

For Zahra, her options for evacuation are
dwindling, and if her humanitarian parole
requests remain undecided, she can only hope
her family gets the SIV — but not her. She says she
has little hope in Afghanistan where there are few
work opportunities and secure existence.

“I don’t think there is going to be a hope in what
next is coming,” she said.

“It’s like a hell, like you are burning in a fire every
second. I'm completely disappointed from life,”
she added. SOURCE: AL JAZEERA
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Zahra and several of her family members have
applied for the special immigrant visa (SIV)
programme, open to people who worked with the
US forces in Afghanistan and Iraq. Yet, as her
own SIV case languished, she also decided in
October 2021 to apply for humanitarian parole, a
procedure that allows certain at-risk applicants to
temporarily enter the US. Her SIV case was
eventually denied by the State Department in
January 2022 and Zahra then placed all her
hopes on the parole process.

But to her dismay, she has not received any
response to her application in almost nine
months — and since March, has watched
Ukrainians being processed more easily.
According to US Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) statistics, more than 60,000
refugees fleeing the war in Ukraine have received
parole or flight authorisation to the US under a
Ukraine-focused parole programme between
March 24 and June 23.

“I even cried actually,” Zahra said when she saw
how much more concern the Ukrainian conflict
generated.

This leaves thousands of at-risk Afghans in limbo
in third countries or in many cases in hiding from
the Taliban government as they wait for their
humanitarian parole applications and SIV cases
to be processed.

The Taliban had promised amnesty to those who
worked under the previous Western-backed
government but reports of the group’s fighters
allegedly killing people have instilled a sense of
fear among Afghans affiliated with the previous
administration, various international
organisations and the US.

Now, having watched Ukrainian refugees receive
comparatively quick processing — first under the
general parole programme and later under the
one the US set up specifically for Ukrainians in
April — many Afghans have expressed frustration
with what they see as discriminatory treatment by
US immigration agencies, which has
compounded the deep psychological distress
many had already been experiencing as they wait
to be evacuated.

Abdullah, 25, worked for years with the Afghan
army as a cybersecurity engineer and after the fall
of Kabul, started receiving threatening phone
calls from Taliban members. When he changed

his phone number, the Taliban authorities sent
his family a court summons. So when he heard he
could apply for humanitarian parole he was
overjoyed.

“Suddenly news came that there is a programme,
humanitarian parole. If you apply for that, all
Afghans that are at risk are eligible for this
programme,” he said. “The hope I lost, I got that
hope back.”

But Abdullah, who applied in October, has now
lost hope. In May, he fled to Iran in the hope of
getting a visa to Brazil.

Although Abdullah is glad Ukrainians are able to
seek shelter in the US, he said he feels
disappointed and discriminated against.

All eight Afghans Al Jazeera spoke with, including
Abdullah, said the disparities between the
handling of Afghan and Ukrainian immigration
cases, together with the vagaries of their long visa
processes, have affected their mental health.
Fawzia, an SIV applicant who relocated to
Pakistan from Kabul in early May for her visa
interview at the US embassy there, landed in the
hospital twice that month due to panic attacks
after she received an initial refusal of her
application through the consular system.

She later found out that the refusal did not
necessarily mean the end of her case, but the 37-
year-old was nevertheless devastated.

“In Afghanistan, the Taliban might kill the
person,” Fawzia argued, “but being this much
disappointed, that 100 percent will kill the
person.”

Javed, 38, an SIV applicant in Kabul, said he lives
in fear every day because he worked as an
operations manager and translator at Bagram
airbase, the largest US military installation in
Afghanistan.

“Be sure, they will kill me, suddenly, without any
daylight,” he said, noting that he has already been
interrogated twice by the Taliban but was able to
conceal his past work.

According to a January report, the UN has
received “credible allegations” that Taliban
authorities and their allies have killed individuals
who previously worked with the US-led coalition
in Afghanistan.
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“The location of the old man’s body has proved an
intractable problem for Mr Robert-Smith’s case.
We say it’s proved a problem for his case because,
in fact, the old man’s body was inside the tunnel
courtyard.”

Closing submissions for the newspapers are
expected to continue until late this week before
Roberts-Smith’s lawyers will have the
opportunity to make their closing submissions.
A judgment is not expected for several months.

.. as you're joining us today from Norway, we
have a small favour to ask. Tens of millions have
placed their trust in the Guardian’s fearless
journalism since we started publishing 200 years
ago, turning to us in moments of crisis,
uncertainty, solidarity and hope. More than 1.5
million supporters, from 180 countries, now

power us financially — keeping us open to all, and
fiercely independent.

Unlike many others, the Guardian has no
shareholders and no billionaire owner. Just the
determination and passion to deliver high-impact
global reporting, always free from commercial or
political influence. Reporting like this is vital for
democracy, for fairness and to demand better
from the powerful.

And we provide all this for free, for everyone to
read. We do this because we believe in
information equality. Greater numbers of people
can keep track of the events shaping our world,
understand their impact on people and
communities, and become inspired to take
meaningful action. Millions can benefit from
open access to quality, truthful news, regardless
of their ability to pay for it.

Afghans in US immigration limbo watch

Ukrainians breeze through

Thousands of at-risk Afghans continue to wait
for their humanitarian parole and visa
applications to

Having watched Ukrainian refugees receive comparatively
quick processing under their own parole programme,
Afghans express frustration with what they see as
discriminatory treatment by US immigration agencies
[File: EPA]

By Michal Kranz

Zahra was heading home from work on June 23
in business attire and a headscarf when she was

stopped at a checkpoint manned by Taliban
guards in Afghanistan’s capital, Kabul. They
reprimanded her for not wearing clothing they
deemed appropriate and demanded that she
instead wear a head covering that conceals
everything besides the wearer’s eyes.

“Many times, the [Taliban] stopped us on the
street,” Zahra said, adding that on some
occasions, fighters have even pointed guns in her
face and yelled at her. “I changed my outfit
because I have no choice.”

After returning to power last August, the Taliban
imposed sweeping restrictions on women, including
the types of jobs they could do. According to the
International Labour Organization, the share of
women in employment is expected to fall by 21
percent by mid-2022,

Zahra — who is not using her real name for security
reasons (like all Afghans mentioned in this story) —
said she is able to work in the United Nations
compound in Kabul thanks to an agreement the
organisation reached with the Taliban. However, her
brother, who worked with the United States military
in Afghanistan, received two letters containing death
threats from the Taliban in March and has been forced
to remain in hiding.
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Roberts-Smith might suffer consequences for
doing something he did not think was wrong”.

Roberts-Smith is suing the Age, the Sydney
Morning Herald and the Canberra Times for
defamation over 2018 reports he alleges defame
him as a war criminal and murderer. He denies
any wrongdoing.

The newspapers are defending their reporting as
true, including allegations Roberts-Smith
committed six murders while deployed
to Afghanistan as a member of the SAS, was a
bully and a perpetrator of domestic violence.

On Tuesday, Owens said the soldiers subpoenaed
to give evidence by the newspapers were reluctant
to appear in court, had not communicated or
colluded, and had no reason to lie, but that, by
contrast, Roberts-Smith, and the witnesses called
by him, were motivated to present false evidence.
“The other side of the option for Your Honour, is
a group of closely associated witnesses bound by
ties of strong friendship, business, and in some
cases, criminal interest,” Owens said.

“Each of whom has a powerful motive to lie, and
each of whom, we say, gave dishonest evidence to
Your Honour.”

Owens accused several of Roberts-Smith’s
witnesses of “outright dishonesty”, giving
evidence that was contradicted by documentary
evidence and countervailing testimony before the
court.

The court heard in significant detail submissions
on evidence regarding one of the key allegations
against Roberts-Smith: that the Victoria Cross
recipient had been involved in the murders of two
men discovered hiding in a tunnel at a compound
called Whiskey 108, in the village of Kakarak in
southern Afghanistan in 2009.

The newspapers allege the two men were
unlawfully killed during the mission: one, a
disabled man who had a prosthetic leg, was
allegedly “frog-marched” outside the compound,
thrown to the ground and machine-gunned to
death by Roberts-Smith; the second, an elderly
man, was allegedly murdered by an
inexperienced Australian SAS soldier on the
orders of his superior, Roberts-Smith, in a
“blooding” incident.

Roberts-Smith denies the killings ever happened
as alleged. He told the court consistently “no men
came out of the tunnel”.

Roberts-Smith said he killed the man with the
prosthetic leg, but encountered him outside the
compound where the man was armed with a rifle,
and running around a corner. The man was a
legitimate insurgent target who posed a threat to
Australian soldiers and was lawfully engaged and
killed, Roberts-Smith told the court.

The newspapers allege the elderly man was
executed on Roberts-Smith’s orders inside the
compound’s courtyard, near to the entrance of
the tunnel. Person 4, the junior trooper alleged to
have been ordered to kill the man — and to have
pulled the trigger — refused to answer questions
about his actions at Whiskey 108, on the grounds
of self-incrimination.

But Roberts-Smith told the court the elderly man
was shot and killed in action outside the
courtyard by another Australian soldier whose
identity he does not know. Roberts-Smith told the
court the elderly man’s body fell about three
metres from that of the man with the prosthetic
leg, and was left outside the courtyard.

After initially telling the court the elderly man’s
body was “dragged back behind the wall”,
Roberts-Smith changed his evidence, saying he
recalled the body was not moved after he was
killed.

Owens told the court there was corroborated and
unchallenged testimony the man’s body fell
inside the courtyard and was seen there by
soldiers and documented as being there.

In his submission, Owens cited the testimony of
the Australian soldier who documented the
bodies of Afghan nationals killed on the mission:
that soldier, Person 18, told the court the elderly
man’s body was “inside the compound ... roughly
near the tunnel entrance”, and that his
contemporaneous reporting on the body’s
location — “NW CORN [north-west corner]
Tunnel” indicated it was lying inside the tunnel
courtyard.

Owens said photographs taken of the elderly
man’s body show chopped grass near to his body,
the kind that was found disguising the tunnel
entrance, as well as cooking structures and a
container of palm oil — items typically found
inside, not outside, compounds.

It was submitted that this evidence was an
“intractable problem” in Roberts-Smith’s version
of events.

LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN

69 / 80



11|Page

Ben Roberts-Smith’s defamation trial hears
Australian SAS soldiers ‘turned a blind eye’ to
alleged war crimes

In closing submissions, newspapers’ lawyer
accuses several of Roberts-Smith’s
witnesses of ‘outright dishonesty’

« Follow our Australia news live blog
for the latest updates

« Get our free news app, morning email
briefing and daily news podcast

L b

Ben Roberts-Smith is suing the Age, the Sydney
Morning Herald and the Canberra Times for
defamation over reports he alleges defame him as a
war criminal and murderer. He denies any
wrongdoing. Photograph: Dean Lewins/AAP

Ben Doherty

A powerful omerta within Australia’s SAS caused
soldiers to “turn a blind eye to the most
despicable and egregious breaches of the laws of
war”’, Ben Roberts-Smith’s long-running
defamation trial has heard.

On the second day of closing submissions,
Nicholas Owens SC, acting for the newspapers
being sued by Roberts-Smith, said witnesses,
including those called by the newspapers, were
reluctant to report alleged war crimes because of

a “pervasive culture” that forced new soldiers in
particular to “toe the line” of the regiment’s
culture.

“People were willing to turn a blind eye to the
most despicable and egregious breaches of the
laws of war,” Owens said, discussing the
testimony of a junior SAS trooper who told the
court he witnessed Roberts-Smith machine-gun
to death an unarmed disabled man, and order
another junior soldier to execute an elderly man
during a mission in 2009.

“It is ... a humanly understandable flaw in a
person who has worked very hard to achieve
something where there is a culture that says ‘don’t
rock the boat’.

“It doesn’t reflect well on anyone.”

Another soldier on the same 2009 mission,
raiding a compound codenamed Whiskey 108 in
the southern Afghan village of Kakarak, told the
court he saw Roberts-Smith kill the disabled man,
telling the court he believed it was an “exhibition
execution”.

Anonymised before the court as Person 24, he
told the court he had been compelled by force of
subpoena to give evidence: “I still don’t agree
with the fact[Roberts-Smith] is here, under
extreme duress, for killing bad dudes we went
there to kill.”

Owens, in his closing submission, said Person
24’s reluctance to testify “rather removes any
obvious motive to lie to get Mr Roberts-Smith in
trouble when he is clearly troubled that Mr
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Relocation backlogs

The protest comes as the US has faced atidal
wave of Afghan refugees seeking entry into the
country since the Taliban took control of
Afghanistan in August 2021 amid the withdrawal
of the US and other NATO forces stationed there.
But there are backlogs of applicants in
programmes to relocate Afghan refugees to the
US, partly because of the pandemic and also due
to Ukrainians fleeing Russia’s invasion of their
country.

One programme offers special immigrant visas
(SIVs) to Afghans who worked directly for the US
government or for companies that contracted
with the US government but is notorious for
having a difficult bar of entry.

Shortly before the fall of Afghanistan, the US
Department of State also announced the Priority
2 (P-2) designation, an extension to the US
Refugee Admissions Program. It gives priority to
Afghans who do not meet the more stringent SIV
criteria, but who worked in support of US and

NATO forces, for US media organisations or
NGOs, or on US-funded projects.

Afghans living abroad can also apply for
humanitarian parole, which grants emergency
access to the US. That was what was granted to
the 76,000 Afghan citizens evacuated to the US
amid the chaotic withdrawal from Afghanistan.
However, CBS News reported in June that over
90 percent of fully adjudicated applications for
that status from Afghans outside of the US have
been rejected since July 2021.

The US Embassy in Madagascar & Comoros did
not immediately respond to a request for
comment from Al Jazeera regarding the refugees’
situation.

Bahar said the decision to protest on Monday was
spontaneous.

“We just decided, we will sit here for days, we are
not going anywhere,” he said. “We don’t have
money to pay for our rent. Many of us have no
money for food, so where do we go? Why do they

not give us a result?”
SOURCE: AL JAZEERA
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Afghan refugees protest delayed visas at US embassy
in Madagascar

Afghan refugees living in the east African island
nation say they lack basic support and want to
be relocated to the US.

-:’ i 4 o i:.:
Afghan refugees gather outside of the United States
embassy in Madagascar [Photo courtesy of protesters]
By Joseph Stepansky
A group ofrefugees from Afghanistan has
gathered in front of the United States embassy in
Madagascar’s capital, Antananarivo, calling for
their cases to be expedited after years of waiting.
At least a dozen Afghans including both adults
and children gathered on Monday outside the
embassy premises, saying they had applied for
the US Refugee Admissions Program in 2019, but
were yet to receive any updates until two months
ago, when they had interviews with a US
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
agent.
Since then, their wait for answers has continued,
they said.
“They said after one month they give us the result,
after now they haven’t given the result,” claimed
one refugee, Ahmadullah, who like the others
gathered asked to only use his first name for fear
of retribution against his family in Afghanistan.

“We have no word,” he told Al Jazeera. “We

have nothing.”

Bahar, a spokesman for the group, told Al Jazeera
by video chat from the protest “They make us a
hostage since 2019 ... Now we are sitting here in
this rain. We will not leave until we get this
answer.”

Those gathered said they had worked in support
of either NATO forces or US and foreign
companies and non-profits in Afghanistan, and
as a result, faced Taliban retribution if they
returned to their home country.

Bahar, a former IT manager at the Afghan central
bank, told Al Jazeera that he had previously
worked with the US Agency for International
Development (USAID) and his family had
provided land and support to US-based NGO
Morning Star in their home village of Jegdalek.
He fled to Madagascar in 2018 after his mother
was killed in a Taliban attack.

Another woman who sat in front of the embassy,
Bibi Maria, said she fled Afghanistan that same
year with her four children after the Taliban killed
her husband, who she said was a supplier for US
and NATO troops.

Some of those gathered carried signs with Afghan
flags that said “please merci [sic] on us” and “we
want results”.

With few options for travel available, the fleeing
Afghans said they had chosen Madagascar
because they could get a visa on arrival.

As of April, there were 20 United Nations-
registered Afghan refugees in the country,
according to the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR). While the refugees receive
some basic support through a local UNHCR-
affiliated organisation, they are unable to work,
and they say their children are unable to go to
school and that access to healthcare remains
severely limited.

The UN has said that while Madagascar offers
refugees and asylum seekers protection from
expulsion or forced return to their home
countries, it has no law to provide them with
social support, work authorisation, or healthcare.
Meanwhile, the island nation’s economy has
struggled amid the coronavirus pandemic. About
77 percent of the population lives in poverty,
which is compounded by regular natural
disasters.

“We don’t have anything now,” Bibi Maria said
through a translator. “No money. My children are
sick. Where do we go?”
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questioned this, an official rudely told me to get
out of his office and said that my demotion was
not negotiable.”

Several attempts by the Guardian to seek a
response and clarification from Taliban officials
at the ministry went unanswered. It is not clear if
women from other state departments have also
been asked to send male relatives to do their job.
However, Maryam said she was aware of at least
60 female colleagues from the finance
department who had received similar calls.

“The Taliban have a history of eliminating
women, so hearing this is not surprising or new,”
said Sahar Fetrat, assistant researcher with the
women’s rights division at Human Rights Watch
(HRW), which has documented extensively the
Taliban’s atrocities against women since they
took over Afghanistan.

In a report this year, HRW investigated the loss
of women’s jobs and livelihoodsin Ghazni
province since August 2021, when the Taliban
seized power in Kabul. “Nearly all the women
interviewed who  previously had paid
employment had lost their jobs,” an interviewee
said in the report.

“Only female healthcare workers and teachers
can go to work. Women working in other fields
are forced to stay home now.”

Fetrat said: “Within the Taliban’s misogyny,
women belong to men, as a property and an
object representing the honour of the family.
“Therefore, in some cases like this they give
women’s jobs and titles to women’s male
relatives, and in other cases like the hijab, they
punish women’s close male relatives for women’s
public conduct and clothing,” she added,
referring to an earlier ban that criminalised
women’s clothing. According to the decree, issued
in May, the male “guardians” of women who

appeared in public “uncovered” would be fined
and jailed for the offence.

Fetrat said these policies imposed new standards
of “harmful behaviour in society, and that is
normalisation of the objectification of women. It
has a clear message for men, and especially
younger men, that they ‘own’ women in their
families and they must act as a moral authority
and actively police women’s conduct.”

Maryam and her colleagues are mobilising to
protest against Taliban policy. “We do not accept
their order and we will try to get them to change
it,” she said.

“We have created a group of female employees of
the ministry. We are negotiating now, and we will
demonstrate if they don’t hear us,” she added,
urging the international community to extend
support and solidarity.

The country is in the grip of a severe economic
and humanitarian crisis. According to the UN, 20
million people now face acute hunger, more than
9 million have been displaced since the Taliban
took power, and severe drought has affected
farming.

* Name has been changed to protect her identity

Support Dawat Media Center

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every contribution, however big or small, powers
our journalism and sustains our future. Support the Dawat Media Center from as little as $/€10
- it only takes a minute. If you can, please consider supporting us with a regular amount each
month. Thank you
DNB Bank AC # 0530 2294668

Account for international payments: NO15 0530 2294 668
Vipps: #557320

LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN

73 / 80



7|Page

Send us a man to do your job so we can
sack you, Taliban tell female officials

As economy collapses, women from
Afghanistan’s finance ministry say
they have been asked to suggest
male relatives to replace them

A teacher at a school in Kabul. Only female
healthcare workers and teachers can still go to work.
Women working in other fields are forced to stay
home now. Photograph: Aamir Qureshi/AFP/Getty

Zuhal Ahad

The Taliban have asked women working at
Afghanistan’s finance ministry to send a male
relative to do their job a year after female public-
sector workers were barred from government
work and told to stay at home.

Women who worked in government positions
were sent home from their jobs shortly after the
Taliban took power in August 2021, and have
been paid heavily reduced salaries to do nothing.
But several women told the Guardian they had
received similar calls from Taliban officials
requesting they recommend male relatives in
their place, because the “workload in the office
has increased and they need to hire a man instead
of us”, according to one woman who did not wish
her identity to be revealed.

Sima Bahous, executive director of UN
Women, said in May: “Current restrictions on
women’s employment have been estimated to
result in an immediate economic loss of up to
$1bn — or up to 5% of Afghanistan’s GDP.

“There is almost universal poverty in the
country,” she added. “An entire generation is
threatened by food insecurity and malnutrition.”
Maryam*, 37, received a call from the HR
department of the Afghan ministry of finance,
where she had worked for more than a decade.
She said: “I was asked to introduce a male family
member to replace me at the ministry, so I could
be dismissed from the job.”

e o
Sima Bahous, director of UN Woman. ‘An entire
generation s threatened by food insecurity and
malnutrition,” she warned in May. Photograph:
Rex/Shutterstock

Her voice quivering with frustration, Maryam,
said she had worked her way up over many years
within the ministry to head of the department.
“How can I easily introduce someone else to
replace me?” she asked. “Would he be able to
work as efficiently as I have for so many years?
“This is a difficult and technical position I was
trained for and have years of experience in. And
even if he could do the same work eventually,
what would happen to me?

“Since they came [to power], the Taliban have
demoted me and reduced my salary. I cannot
even afford my son’s school fees. When I
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One worker at an international aid agency said
the UN’s terms for funding are not only
unrealistic but make it more difficult for aid
agencies to engage with smaller local
organisations, including female-led ones.

“They say they want us to work more with
women-led NGOs, but they have these ridiculous
standards that many really local organisations
can’t meet. How many small women or youth-led
organisations in Laghman [province] have a
finance team that is compliant with some specific
accounting standard,” said the aid worker, whose
work does not allow them to be identified.

The aid worker said the severity of these
guidelines leads to a situation where the NGOs of
former politicians and businessmen often
accused of corruption and fraud are the only ones

that would qualify.
Though criticism of the UN is nothing new in
Afghanistan, there are others who have

reservations about adopting Silicon Valley-type
methods of aid in developing countries. Academic
Taye says while Aseel is providing a much-needed
service, there are still questions about regulation.
“In theory, the more apps, the more options and
people around the world can donate to whatever
cause they want, but this also could mean very
little monitoring, protection and accountability.”
This lack of monitoring is where Taye says the UN
could have an upper hand on apps like Aseel, “the
UN is no saint, but there are more checks and
balances to how it operates” in general.

Turning a traditional aid model on its head

Usually, local NGOs rely heavily on foreign
embassies, international organisations and the
UN, but Khalid, a former World Bank worker
himself, has turned the traditional models of aid
work in Afghanistan on its head, relying entirely
on donations made by individual users on the
app, for their distributions.

After the fall of Kabul last year, Aseel used the
funds it had raised for its initial marketplace
business to launch an emergency response
operation and to cover operational costs
associated with that. Now it has added a tip
function to each donation which goes toward
covering those costs. Most donors add a tip, says
Hasaand, the lead distributor, adding, “All of the
donations that we receive go towards the

beneficiaries and the cost required to get them
the assistance.”

According to Khalid, this direct relationship
between the donor, Aseel and the recipient is one
of Aseel’s strongest assets.

“You can buy a specific aid package for somebody
that you know in Afghanistan and be confident
that it will get delivered directly to them. You
can’t do that with these international NGOs or the
UN or World Bank,” he said.

This direct, human touch led to great amounts of
free, word-of-mouth advertising. “Everyone who
donated would tell someone else, it just kept
growing and growing.”

Since August, the Aseel team has reached more
than 212,000 people, all of which was funded
through individual donations made through
credit and debit cards, including by Afghans
outside the country.

Most importantly, Khalid said Aseel is entirely
transparent about its beneficiaries, by creating
what they call an “Omid”, or hope, card for each
beneficiary, which allows the Aseel team then to
share all the details about an individual
beneficiary with a specific donor.

The Aseel team keeps its efforts local and buys
products for distribution from local wholesalers
and converts donations into cash through the
number of crypto exchanges that have opened up
in Kabul over the last two years.

Working with local wholesalers was a very
deliberate decision for Khalid, who said he
“Wanted to support the Afghan economy and not
take over the whole supply chain ourselves.”
Khalid said he wants Aseel and other ventures
that are looking to give back to the community to
grow larger, not only because of the help they can
provide but also as a way to challenge UN
hegemony.

“I don’t see any problem other than the UN losing a
huge opportunity to expand their own operations.”
SOURCE: AL JAZEERA
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“We were able to cut out the middleman,” said
IThsan Hasaand, the lead distributor. Hasaand
also led a team of fewer than 10 people to Paktika.
Being an entirely Afghan team, including
residents of the affected areas, was also a big
advantage when dealing with Taliban authorities
who were very receptive to the Aseel team once
they proved that they were singling out “the most
vulnerable” families that had lost several people
in the earthquake.

Khalid said the government, which is struggling
under the weight of the international sanctions
and aid cutbacks, has been supportive of their
efforts specifically because they have no interest
in “lining up 60,000 people for a distribution.”
Instead, Khalid said Aseel wants to focus on
assisting one family at a time.

Afghans, as aid distributors and recipients, have
been critical of large-scale distributions, which
they say are usually poorly run and create the
opportunity for fraud and corruption at all levels.

= Seloag =

Khalid says initially the Ministry of Information
and Culture did ask for a representative to come
to the ministry for questioning, but he said the
authorities quickly changed their stance to one of
appreciation and support, “they said that this
operation needs to scale.”

But some people fear that Aseel’s efficiency and
good work is actually creating a situation wherein
the government can pass off some of its
responsibilities to NGOs and private companies,
rather than coming up with their own
mechanisms.

Safiullah Taye, an Afghan academic whose work
focused on subnational aid allocation in
Afghanistan between 2002-2018, says the actual
responsibility of responding to disasters and

emergency situations lies solely with a nation’s
government.

“Despite its noble intentions, an app should not
be seen as a replacement for the responsibility of
a government” to provide for its people, Taye told
Al Jazeera.

Taye also worries that Aseel and other potential
apps may lack the tools and capabilities to scale
up at a time when 22 million people are at risk of
starvation, “It is really hard to see how this app
could take the load that even smaller NGOs carry
... Aseel can be efficient with smaller parcels, but
given what the demand is, Aseel would have to
operate as a major business enterprise” to reach
all the people in need.

Each beneficiary gets a card (pictured) which lets a

donor track their donation [ Handout: Aseel]

UN, an archaic institution

But Khalid does not think the solution lies in
agencies such as the United Nations.

Since no country currently recognises the
Taliban’s Islamic Emirate as the official
government of Afghanistan, the UN has been put
in charge of transferring international aid to
other foreign and local NGOs, which aid workers
say has made their work much more difficult.
Khalid said the UN relies on an “old mentality
and operational methods” to deal with the
enormous humanitarian crisis that has been
caused by the sanctions.

Since the UN is the sole source of aid contracts in
the country, it places an inordinate amount of
power in the hands of a bloated, archaic
institution that Khalid says does not understand
how to properly work at a local level.
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country is collapsing,”” Nasrat Khalid, the
founder, told Al Jazeera by phone.

As an Afghan who grew up in Pakistani refugee
camps before returning to Kabul in 2009, Khalid
felt the chance to provide some aid to the Afghan
people was worth the risk to his business. The 30-
year-old recalls a conversation he had at the time
with Aseel’s Kabul-based Technical Lead,
Mohammad Nasir, who grew up in refugee camps
in Pakistan during the civil war and Taliban rule
of the 1990s.

Nasir told his friend that thousands of Internally
Displaced Persons (IDPs) from several northern
provinces that had been taken by the Taliban,
were flooding into the capital. This rush of
desperate families who escaped a Taliban
blitzkrieg in the middle of the night reminded
Nasir of life in the refugee camps across the
Durand Line.

“It’s not the same Kabul. We're losing hope,” he
said to Khalid.

This spurred Khalid into action. He ordered his
team in Afghanistan to take the $42,000 they had
in profit and use it to help the people. They
started creating emergency food packages of rice,
flour, cooking oil, tea and lentils, to deal with the
hunger crisis the UN said could affect 22 million
people. From there, they began selling, at cost,
wood for winter, first-aid Kkits, diapers, tents,
baby formula, scarves, blankets and tents.

Since they already had a relationship with more
than 400 vendors, they were able to source many
of the materials very quickly.

All of which could be bought directly through
their mobile app by anyone with a smartphone
anywhere in the world.

Because they were a consumer-based startup and
were not reliant on foreign funding, Aseel did not
have to worry about the aid cutbacks. They just
needed to make sure their customers could still
use the app to buy things. So instead of selling
handmade glass from Herat or carpets from
Faryab, they created different care packages
customers could buy with their credit cards
anywhere in the world. Those packages would
then be distributed one by one to needy families.
Almost a year later, that shift and a focus on
engaging directly  with on-the-ground
communities enabled the team to respond
quickly to the earthquake. They were on the road

to Paktika’s Gaiyan district, the epicentre, by
early the next morning. Unlike many other large
international organisations, Aseel already had
contacts in Sharana, the capital of Paktika and
Gaiyan and Orgun, two of the most heavily
affected districts.

“We are very, very local,” Aseel’s founder Khalid
said by phone from the United States, where he
has been based for the last four years. Of the 42
people currently employed by it, the majority are
based in Afghanistan, and all are young Afghans.

‘Local knowledge’

Khalid says his team’s response to the
earthquake, getting in a car and driving nine
hours to the affected districts, is an example of
how he wants all aid distribution to be handled in
Afghanistan going forward.

“Plane-based cash delivery with bullet-proof
vehicles and trucks, that’s not the way to go any
more.”

Rather than large-scale, high-profile operations
that require security escorts, layers of
bureaucratic red tape and flying in staff from
outside countries, Khalid says Aseel is “relying
entirely on local knowledge” for their operations.

The June 21 earthquake killed at least 1,100 people
[File: Ali Khara/Reuters]

To do this, they have reached out to 180 young
Afghan volunteers across 25 provinces whom
they call “Atalan”, the word for heroes in Pashto.
These Atalan go to different communities to
conduct multi-step surveys and assessments to
identify the most vulnerable in each community.
Each Atalan is compensated with a phone card,
which helps them to enter the data on the app and
300 Afghanis ($3) for every delivery.

To describe the Atalan process, Khalid turns to
Silicon Valley, saying each Atalan is like an Uber
driver who is given a gig in their area, “One will
go do the initial survey to see how many people
are in a house, how many of them have an
income, the condition of their home and so on,
then, another will go do a follow-up to verify the
initial findings.”

Again, this served them well in the earthquake
response.
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The consumer-based startup pivoted to let
donors buy aid kits to provide to locals hit by an
earthquake last month.

The Aseel team keeps its efforts local and buys their
products for distributions from local wholesalers
[Handout/Aseel]
By Ali M Latifi

Gardez, Afghanistan — Over the last year the
Afghan people have faced a number of upheavals
— the end of the US occupation, the Taliban’s
return to power and sanctions — and tragedies —
a series of ISIL (ISIS) group bombings on places
of worship and the Kabul Airport. But it was last
month’s 5.9-magnitude earthquake that really
rallied Afghans all over the country to reach out
and help the thousands of victims.

The June 21 earthquake reportedly killed at least
1,100 people and left more than 1,500 injured in
the southeastern provinces of Paktika and Khost.
Those numbers startled Afghans inside and

How one mobile app is helping Afghans send aid
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outside the country and spurred them into action,
as groups of volunteers headed towards the
remote districts of Gaiyan, Spera, Barmal and
Orgun.

One of the first ones to set out from Kabul was the
team behind Aseel, a mobile app originally
designed to sell Afghan-made handicrafts to
global markets. Over the last year, they have
transformed the app to become an aid
distribution and fundraising platform in
response to the sanctions, banking restrictions
and aid cutbacks that were imposed on
Afghanistan after the Taliban returned to power
last August.

Initially, they were warned by other businessmen
against going from pivoting the business but as a
group of young Afghans, the team behind Aseel
felt they had to do something to help their fellow
citizens in a time of need.

“I was told that pivoting a business model based
on such an urgent situation is going to kill your
company, but I thought to myself, “The whole
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unregistered refugees, without a legal status,
since the 1980s. Hundreds and thousands of
Afghans fled to Pakistan last year after the
Taliban seized control of Kabul. They are
requesting registered refugee status as the
country is facing an economic crunch.

In the capital, Islamabad, more than 450 Afghan
families have been living in makeshift houses and
camped near the press club to demand
registration or settlement in a third country.
Police have dispersed them using violence,

prompting criticism from civil society groups.

Ustad Sanam Gul, centre, plays with Haikalzada and Nadeem
Shah, far right. Photograph: Shah Meer Baloch/The Guardian

Pakistani organisations including Hunari Tolana,
Hunar Kor and Mafkoora have been campaigning for
the rights of more than 150 Afghan artists registered
with them.

Hayat Roghani, the president of Mafkoora, said they
have asked the UN refugee agency, UNHCR, and
Pakistani authorities to give proof of registration to
Afghan artists. “We are just asking for PORs for
Afghan artists who should be allowed to travel and
perform in Pakistan,” he said.

Kainat Tufan, 22, a singer who has appeared
on various TV channels in Afghanistan, wore a veil to
hide her tattoos and disguised herself as a smuggler’s
wife to cross into Pakistan.

“We spent a month in Kabul after the takeover,
helpless, crying and hungry. Those who could flee did
so immediately. I gave my Afghan passport and
identity card to borrow $200 (£169) to travel to
Pakistan via Spin Boldak,” she said.

“I had to flee because Afghanistan is no longer a
land for women and there is no space for artists.
There is even no space for females as a whole. It
has become a male-dominated country. We,
women, want our space back.”

The crackdown in Peshawar prompted a musical
protest by Afghan and Pakistani artists in the city,
who performed, chanted slogans and held
placards, demanding the release of the arrested
musicians.

Ustad Sanam Gul, 50, a renowned musician from
Afghanistan who fled to Pakistan, was among
them. Gul comes from a long line of musicians
and had earned the title of ustad (teacher) from
the state, with more than 60 students under his
tutelage at his two academies in Kabul and
Jalalabad.

After Kabul fell, he opened a petrol station, but it was
destroyed by the Taliban, who told him he could not
work since he had promoted music and played for the
state.

Playing with his dholak, a small two-headed drum,
Gul said: “My students and other musicians tried to
convince the Taliban to allow us to continue work, but
to no avail. A musical academy of a friend in Kabul
was destroyed by the Taliban. For music and arts,
Afghanistan has shut its doors.”

He said music not only connects hearts but nations:
“Taliban should allow music and I also request
Pakistani authorities to help us perform and connect
with [the] masses, instead of harassing us and keeping
us under surveillance.”

... as you're joining us today from Norway, we have a
small favour to ask. Tens of millions have placed their
trust in the Guardian’s fearless journalism since we
started publishing 200 years ago, turning to us in
moments of crisis, uncertainty, solidarity and hope.
More than 1.5 million supporters, from 180 countries,
now power us financially — keeping us open to all, and
fiercely independent.

Unlike many others, the Guardian has no
shareholders and no billionaire owner. Just the
determination and passion to deliver high-impact
global reporting, always free from commercial or
political influence. Reporting like this is vital for
democracy, for fairness and to demand better from
the powerful.

And we provide all this for free, for everyone to
read. We do this because we believe in
information equality. Greater numbers of people
can keep track of the events shaping our world,
understand their impact on people and
communities, and become inspired to take
meaningful action. Millions can benefit from
open access to quality, truthful news, regardless
of their ability to pay for it.
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Harassed here too’: Afghan artists find no
sanctuary in Pakistan

Musicians had hoped to keep their art alive after
fleeing Taliban but now face crackdown on
refugees

Ajmal Haikalzada fled Afghanistan for Pakistan but was arrested in a
crackdown on refugees. Photograph: Shah Meer Baloch/The Guardian

Shah Meer Baloch in Peshawar
Source: The Guardian

Ajmal Haikalzada, 44, first became a refugee
when his artist father left Afghanistan for
Pakistan during the Soviet-Afghan war in the
1980s. In 2001, then a musician, he returned,
singing and performing across the country of his
birth after the US toppled the Taliban.

Two decades later, he fled once again as
the Taliban took over Kabul.

Now in Peshawar, Pakistan, Haikalzada said that
after the Taliban returned, musicians and artists
were confined to their homes, musical
institutions were closed and musicians hid their
instruments. They had heard stories of the
Taliban destroying  musical  instruments in
Kabul.

But neighbouring Pakistan has not provided the
safety he hoped. Last month, Haikalzada was arrested
as a crackdown on Afghan refugees began.

“As Afghanistan was no longer a country for artists, I
sold all my musical instruments to save my life. I
thought we could perform music and preserve our art
in Pakistan but we were wrong,” said Haikalzada.
“The police asked for my national identity card and
upon seeing it, they arrested me as I am an
unregistered refugee.” He was released two days later.
The same thing happened in May to Nadeem
Shah, 24, one of four Afghan musicians arrested
on suspicion of being in Pakistan illegally. “We
are asked to provide proof of registration, which
we do not possess,” he said.

“It becomes difficult to convince the police that
we are artists who were forced to flee. No one
leaves their home by choice — it was a matter for
survival, because of which, we left a piece of
ourselves back home. But here too, we are
harassed.”

Pakistan has been hosting at least 1.4 million
registered refugees and more than 1.5 million
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