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Why is the White
House stealing $7bn
from Afghans?
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Gull Zaman, a Popular
Afghan Pashtu

singer dies at 84

Saturday, 26 Feb 2022
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Gull Zaman, a popular Afghan Pashtu singer who
served almost all his professional life singing for
the Afghanistan National Radio and Television
Network died at age 84.

Gull Zaman was born in Chena Kala village of
southwestern Khost province of Afghanistan.

He was one of the classic musicians of Afghanistan
that has over 500 audio and video songs in the
Afghanistan National Radio and Television
archive.

Famous Afghan female singer Aryan Sayeed in a
Facebook post has expressed her condolences to
the families and relatives of Gull Zaman.

Ustaad Gul Zaman will live for
eternity through his beautiful
compositions and all his artistic
work and contributions to Pashto
music.

The fact that [ was able to sit by his side and
perform ten of his brand-new compositions, I
consider myself as one of the luckiest Artists out
there, Aryana Sayeed said.

Decades of wars in Afghanistan made many
singers and musicians leave the country and live

in exile.

The Beautiful Afghan Night

By: David P Carroll

The night sky is so beautiful
And the Afghan people

Are so peaceful to

And we all sing along

To this beautiful love song
And all the Afghan people
Sing and clap along

And the stars are shining
So bright in Kabul tonight
And it's just a beautiful sight
To be in Afghanistan tonight.

Sun In Afghanistan

By: David P Carroll

The sun is shining

So bright and the

Sky is so blue

And the river its banks

Are so full to and

Kabul is such

A beautiful sunny warm place
And I'm feeling the heat in

This beautiful hot place

And Afghanistan is the place
To be as the sun shines

So brightly on me and I'm so happy I'm
In Afghanistan today

And | hope and pray

| get to see the warm sun
Shining in beautiful Afghanistan
For one more day.

LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN




More than 20,000 people have signed Save the
Children’s Save Afghan Lives petition and more
than £28m has been donated by the British
public to

the Disasters Emergency

Committee’s Afghanistan crisis appeai to date.
Ninangyali’s sister Harija, 6 and the desert

route taken by water trucks to reach her family
on the outskirts of Jawzjan

Save the Children is distributing cash, winter
clothes and fuel to families in some of the

hardest-hit areas to help them stay warm and
fed through the bitter winter. Cash assistance
helps to prevent families from resorting to
desperate measures that adversely affect
children, such as child labour, early marriage,
and reduced meals.

Children on the streets in Kabul

In 2021, Save the Children’s mobile health
clinics in Afghanistan conducted nearly
375,000 check-ups and treated more than
12,000 children for malnutrition.

LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN




Save the Children brings safe water to families

Save the Children’s country director in

Afghanistan, Chris Nyamandi, said:

“Each one of these stories is a powerful reminder of
the grim reality for families across the country, the
daily struggle to survive the winter and the millions of
young lives that are at risk.

“Time is running out for Afghan children, to get the
urgent support they so desperately need. Families are

doing everything they can, making impossible
decisions about who eats and who doesn’t.

“Humanitarian aid can get children through the
winter, but this crisis can’t be solved with aid
alone. Afghanistan is a cash-based economy, so
without cash coming into the country, it’s not
difficult to see that ordinary people are going to
suffer. Governments must find a way to unlock
vital funds and financial assets to prevent further
mass loss of life.”

Ninangyali has severe malnutrition, and is
being treated by Save the Children’s mobile
health team

LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN




dangerous territory. Families sell what little they have
to buy food, sending their children to work or getting
by on bread alone.

Laalah walks up the stairs with her baby brother,
Faakhir, in their home in Balkh province. They fled
conflict in Faryab and their house was destroyed after
they left

The withdrawal of aid and the freezing of financial
assets have driven Afghanistan’s public services to the
brink of collapse. Hospitals across the country have
been forced to close as wages for health workers have
dried up. Desperately sick children are being turned
away as there are simply no medicines to treat them,
and, where they are available, soaring prices mean
they are too expensive.

In Kabul, 12-year-old Arzoo, the oldest of eight
children in her family, hasn’t been to school all
winter as schools are closed. Her father hasn’t
been able to work for months. Most days they
just eat bread because they cannot afford
anything else. Arzoo’s mother, father and 18-
month-old brother are ill, but the family can’t
afford to go to the doctor.

Arzoo is the oldest of eight. Her father, Ashequllah,
hasn’t been able to work for months and has had to
borrow money from other families to buy food

She said: “Now there is no job for my father to do and
bring food home. One day we have food and the next
day we don’t.” Arzoo’s mother, Ferisha, 36, said:
“There is absolutely no work. People are desperate for
food; there is nothing.”

When asked about the future for her children,
she said: “My hope is that they study and
make progress; one can only have this hope.”

LET AFGHANS DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFGHANISTAN




Save the Children is releasing a powerful series of
photographs by world-renowned photographer Jim
Huylebroek to highlight the human tragedy unfolding
in Afghanistan as the country this week marks six
months since the dramatic transition of power

The photographer Jim Huylebroek travelled across the
country with the international children’s agency Save
the Children, from the drought-ravaged plains of the
north to the freezing streets of Kabul, capturing the
stories of children whose lives have been devastated
by the humanitarian crisis, for the series titled:
children on the edge of life.

Children play outside after their class at Save the
Children’s Child Friendly Space in a displacement camp
in Balkh province

The images tell the stories of their fight for survival.
Families making impossible decisions about which
child they can afford to feed, and which will go hungry;
mothers giving birth alone on dirt floors because they
cannot afford to travel to hospital; children forced to
work on the streets to put food on the table.

In the north of Afghanistan, Laalah*, 12, lives with her
mother and four siblings in a tent, built with tarpaulin
sheets in the basement of a half-constructed building.
Her father, Maalek, struggles to find work as a
labourer, and sometimes has no choice but to send his

sons to find rubbish to sell or burn to keep their home
warm.

Maalek, 40, said: “Whenever kids are free from school
they go out and collect rubbish. They go onto the
streets and collect and sell cans so they can afford
their school expenses or food.”

Zahman, 3, Omfaruk, 8, Halima, 6, Nooriullah, 11, and
Noori, 12, live in Kabul. Their father is unemployed.
There are 16 people in the family and one bag of flour
lasts them eight days

“My dream is to find somewhere, to build a place for
them. To be able to build a house to live in so that they
can stop being homeless like this.”

Laalah said: “I hope there are schools in the future. |
want to go to school. To be either a teacher or doctor.
| want our living to be good, to eat good food.”

Nearly 5 million children are on the brink of starvation
as the country faces its worst food crisis since records
began. The triple impacts of drought, conflict and
economic collapse have pushed many families into
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into becoming a territory almost
entirely dependent on foreign
largesse.

While there is an immediate
demand for relief and assistance,
what  Afghanistan  ultimately
needs is its own functioning
economy, which has now been
made all the more difficult as the
US essentially bankrupts the
Afghan Central Bank. Biden’s
executive order thus undermines
a future of economic stability and
growth. The national economy
simply cannot function without a
central bank and a reliable trading
system. Even though some foreign
currency is entering the country
through  entities such as
the International Bank of
Afghanistan, it's not nearly
enough and international
commerce is nearly impossible in
Afghanistan. As one shopkeeper
in Kandahar, Haji Abdul Nafi, told
the New York Times: “We cannot
earn money for a living, we cannot
do business with other countries,
we cannot import and export
goods — we are almost cut off
from the world.”

The idea that bankrupting the
Afghan Central Bank will starve
the Taliban begins to look even
more ridiculous and craven when
you discover that, under current
US rules, non-governmental
organizations operating in
Afghanistan are “permitted to pay
taxes, dues and import duties to
the Talibanas long as the
payments are related to the
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authorized activities”. This is
probably the only way that some
aid can enter the country, but it

also illustrates  just how
hypocritical Biden’s executive
order is.

There have to be better solutions
out there, and there
are proposals being discussed
that would allow the Afghan
Central Bank to have its activities
monitored by independent
auditors to guarantee that none
of the money is taken by the
Taliban. Would that work? | don’t
know, but what | do know is that
this executive order is cruelty and
theft masquerading as charity and
justice, and it must be revoked
before the damage it causes is
beyond repair.

Moustafa Bayoumi is the author of
the award-winning books How Does
It Feel To Be a Problem?: Being Young
and Arab in America and This Muslim

American Life: Dispatches from the
War on Terror. He is professor of
English at Brooklyn College, City
University of New York

DAWAT MEDIA
ISSUES A NATIONAL
REQUEST

The Dawat Media Center has
committed itself to preserving the
historical and cultural heritage of
the Afghan nation. A process has
been developed to document and
archive national, cultural, and
historical information about
Afghanistan and its people. Such
information will eventually become
a part of a national archive. In doing
so, it is our hope that our future

generations  will have the
opportunity to easily access
accurate information regarding

their nation and its heritage.
Recent efforts by Dawat have
resulted in the collection of
historical and cultural materials
such as films, books and other
forms of literature. We are now
calling upon all our respected
countrymen to assist us in this
effort to preserve our national
identity. Your contribution may be
in the forms of documentary films,
videos, cds, vcds, dvds, books,
magazines, newspapers, paintings
or any other form of media
available. Items submitted may be
originals or copies and, in any
language, desired. All items will not
only be stored as part of a national
archive but will also become
accessible to the general public. It is
said that rivers are created by many
small droplets of water, as such the
small efforts of each individual will
eventually contribute to a product,
we can each express pride in.

Once again, we call upon
individuals within all nations to
fulfill their duty as Afghans and
contribute to the preservation of
their historical, cultural and
national identity. Itis time for us to
act, as actions speak louder than
words.

M. Tariq Bazger,
Editor and publisher

wwww.dawatmedia24.com
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their lives immiserated by
bureaucrats in  Washington?
(Reports indicate that the Afghan
assets in the Central Bank are
composed of foreign exchange
funds, the reserves of
Afghanistan’s commercial banks,
and ordinary people’s savings.)
Without rehashing the story of
how the Taliban came into
existence in the first place, we can
all agree that no one voted the
Taliban into power in 1996. Why
should the people of Afghanistan
be held responsible for that
group’s actions? Nor did any of
the 19 hijackers who carried out
the September 11 attacks come
from Afghanistan. The truth is that
the  Afghan people  have
overwhelmingly been the victims
of the Taliban and of al-Qaida, and
to take Afghan money to pay
grieving Americans in order to
punish the Taliban is nothing less
than larceny as collective
punishment.

And why does this kind of first-
world financial hostage taking
only move in one direction? After
all, don’t the United States,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Russia, the
UK and many other states also
bear significant responsibility for
the thousands upon thousands of
civilian deathsin Afghanistan?
The money  allied forces
occasionally offer in condolence
payments is peanuts relative to
the destruction they have caused.
Once we conclude that the
September 11 families deserve
justice for their losses, which they
do, then shouldn’t we also look for
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redress for the Afghan victims of
allied violence?

And yet, the idea that Afghans
could seek legal means to abscond
with the US Treasury due to the
death of their people and the US
role in the destruction of their
country is laughable. This painful
asymmetry illustrates the
enduring colonial nature of
international politics. Whatever
legal wrangling about lawsuits and
default judgments that this
executive order is ostensibly
meant to address, the message it
sends is clear: American lives
matter more than Afghan lives,
and American tragedy looms
larger than Afghan pain.

But that pain is ongoing. From a
Soviet invasion that thrust
ordinary people into the middle of
one of the hottest zones of the
cold war, Afghanistan has
endured 40 years of devastating
turmoil, starting with the United
States and the Soviet Union
conscripting Afghans into their
global conflict. (We're
approaching the 40th anniversary
of Ronald Reagan proclaiming 21
March 1982 as Afghanistan Day.)
Then, after 9/11, Afghans were
soon subject to systematic torture
at the hands of Americans at

Bagram airbase, merciless
American drone
attacks, murderous night

raids and so much more.

Of course, the Taliban also bear
enormous responsibility for their
extraordinary violence and brutal
repression and helping them

rebuild their power would be
disastrous. But stealing the money
of Afghanistan and distributing it
as you see fit hardly furthers the
interests of justice. It's simply
shocking that anyone, let alone
the US government, thinks that it
could.

On the contrary, the people of
Afghanistan are currently facing
an economic collapse that is
gargantuan in scope. A prolonged
drought, the ravages of the
pandemic, and the freezing of
western aid since the Taliban
seized power last year has left the
country in shambles. At least 95%
of households in the country are
not consuming enough food to
sustain themselves. One million
Afghan children face acute
hunger. Over three million suffer
from malnutrition. Almost three-
quarters of a million people were
displaced from their homes from
last year’s fighting, in a country
where four million people had
already been internally displaced.

Stealing the money of Afghanistan
and distributing it as you see fit
hardly furthers the interests of
justice

The administration argues that
this executive order will free up
funds that it will immediately
distribute as aid. But the
administration’s  alchemy  of
transforming  other people’s
money into humanitarian
assistance is also, practically
speaking, shortsighted. The move
will ultimately pauperize the
nation even more, push it further
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Why is the White House stealing $7bn

By: Moustafa Bayoumi

Source: theguardian.com

To take Afghan money to pay
grieving Americans in order to
punish the Taliban is nothing
less than larceny as collective
punishment

‘Why must ordinary Afghan
citizens who had nothing to do
with the September 11 attacks
have their savings confiscated
and their lives immiserated by
bureaucrats in
Washington?’ Photograph:
Anna Moneymaker/Getty
Images

the White House
an executive

Last week,
issued

order announcing the theft of
some S$7bn. Shocking, to be sure.
But more shocking still was when

from Afghans?

that same executive order also
identified the thief: the White
House.

In a move that can only be
described as brazenly immoral
and utterly unconscionable, the
Biden administration has begun a
process to seize the more than
S7bn of assets that the Central
Bank  of Afghanistanhas  on

deposit at the Federal Reserve

Bank of New York. Since the
Taliban gained control of the war-
ravaged country last year, that
money has been frozen in place.
Now, the administration has
concocted its own mega-grift,

planning to spend half of the
money — not their money, lest we
forget — for humanitarian aid in
Afghanistan, while reserving the
other half of the funds — not their
money — for the relatives of the
September 11 victims who have
brought claims against the Taliban
for the 2001 terrorist attacks.

Did | mention that this is not their
money?

These funds belong
to the people of

Afghanistan and
must remain with the
people of

Afghanistan. The fact
that this must even
be stated is mind
boggling. There are
ethical and practical
reasons why Biden’s plan must be
abandoned.

First, why must ordinary Afghan
citizens who had nothing to do
with the September 11 attacks
have their savings confiscated and
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